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What is it? A rule goes into effect on April 11, 2025, that sets up a new process for non-citizen “registration” throughout the United States and requires individuals to carry proof of their registration. 

Who this applies to: Noncitizens 14 years of age or older must apply for registration and fingerprinting, unless already registered. Parents and guardians must ensure that their children under 14 are registered, and children must re-register within 30 days of turning 14.
Evidence of Registration: Once registered, non-citizens over the age of 18 will receive evidence of registration, which they must, by law, carry at all times. This documentation is proof of compliance with the registration requirement.
Who does not need to register: Many people do not need to register because they are already considered “registered.” Those considered already registered include:
· Green card holder and green card applicants (even if the application was denied); 
· Parolees, even if parole is expired; 
· Anyone issued an I-94 upon admission into the United States, even if expired;
· Immigrants issued a visa; 
· Immigrants in removal proceedings; 
· Anyone who has been issued an Employment Authorization Document; 
· Immigrants with border crossing cards. 
But don’t guess! Talk to an immigration attorney about your specific situation because this can be complicated to determine.
Is this registration requirement being challenged in court? This requirement was challenged in a case called Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights et al v. U.S. DHS et al., in the District Court of DC. The challenge failed. Therefore, this requirement remains in effect. 




Should I register? Deciding whether to register depends on the specific facts of your situation. We urge you to consult with an immigration attorney as soon as possible, because the deadlines for registration are unclear. Risks associated with the decision to register may include: 
Criminal Penalties – if you fail to register. 
· Failure to comply with the registration requirements, including carrying your proof of registration and updating your address, can result in misdemeanor criminal and civil penalties, including fines of up to $5,000 and potential jail time of up to six months. The administration has emphasized that they will not accept any excuses for failing to register.
Immigration Enforcement – if you do register. 
· Registration does not grant any immigration status, provide work authorization, or offer protection from removal proceedings. The purpose of registration is for the federal government to be able to identify and track these noncitizens. Registering could lead to detention, deportation, and possibly criminal prosecution. Government officials have stated that they plan to use the information they get from registration to pursue immigration enforcement.
Impact on Future Immigration Benefits – if you fail to register. 
· Failing to register may negatively impact future immigration applications, where failure to register may be used as a negative discretionary factor to deny relief from removal or discretionary benefits such as travel visas. 
We recommend that you: 
· REVIEW the registration requirements at https://www.uscis.gov/alienregistration. 
· EVALUATE your immigration case to determine whether this new rule applies to you.
· SEEK THE ADVICE OF AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY before registering.
· BEWARE OF SCAMS: Make sure that you seek help from someone who is licensed to practice immigration law and that you trust: American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA): https://ailalawyer.com/ (or call1-800-954-0254); DOJ Recognized organizations and accredited representatives: https://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognized-organizations-and-accredited-representatives-roster-state-and-city  (or call 703-305-9029)​.
This flyer was created by attorney Emily Lopynski, emilylopynski@justice4all.org. This flyer is not legal advice. 
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