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2 LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Letter from the
Executive Director

Dear friends,

The last two years should be a wake-up call to us
all. Preventable tragedies occurred because, long
before the coronavirus pandemic, we failed to close
gaps in our support systems that leave people one
crisis away from becoming homeless, jobless, hungry,
and saddled with debt. And because we have not
addressed the ways in which white supremacy has
been consciously and unconsciously reinforced
across all sectors of our nation.

This report is the story of how the Legal Aid Justice
Center worked alongside community members
and clients to respond to a series of global crises
and bring long-term campaigns to fruition, all while
adjusting ourselves to the painful realities of work
and life during the pandemic.

It is a remarkable story of perseverance, of resilience,
of love for community, and of a fierce urgency to
respond to the moment we were — and are still — in.
As an LAJC supporter, | hope you will join me in taking
pride in our response. Without unrestricted support
from values-aligned supporters, we would not have
had the flexibility to respond as we did.

This report covers the years 2020 and 2021, but the
story begins in December of 2019. It was then that
our Board of Directors formally approved our last
strategic plan.

That plan, for the first time, explicitly named racial
justice as a core animating principle of our mission.

It also articulated a goal of building accountable
relationships of trust with the communities we serve.
We walked into the maelstrom of 2020 with those
values as our guiding star, and | am so thankful that
we did. Each time we faced a seemingly impossible
choice about what to do with limited resources, we
relied on those values to find our path forward.

And as you’ll read in these pages, in the end, we
helped tens of thousands of families avoid or
survive tragedies like eviction or job loss, while
simultaneously building systems that work better for
low-income communities and communities of color
all the time, not just during a crisis.

Thank you for being with us in the struggle.

Yours,

Angela Ciolfi

Executive Director, Legal Aid Justice Center
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https://www.justice4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-2025-LAJC-Strategic-Plan-FOR-WEB.pdf
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Our Misson & Programs

The Legal Aid Justice Center is a community-centered legal aid
organization that combines individual legal representation, impact

litigation, communications, policy advocacy, and organizing to

achieve community goals.

Our Mission

To partner with communities and clients to achieve racial, social, and economic justice by

dismantling systems that create and perpetuate poverty.

Our Principles

We believe that the individual legal problems of
our clients are inextricably linked to overarching
systems of injustice and oppression.

We believe that legal and organizing strategies can
effectively dismantle the social, racial and economic
systems that marginalize communities and keep
people in poverty.

Because we live in a racially structured society that
causes racial inequity across systems, we cannot
effectively address poverty without addressing race.
Poverty is a racial justice issue.

Creating long-term, sustainable change in
communities experiencing poverty is the essential
foundation for our impact advocacy.

Direct representation is part of our strategy to fight
systems of injustice and oppression.

Viewing individual cases in the context of larger
social and political systems enables us to set
priorities and deploy our resources for the greatest
positive impact.

We commit to continuously examining whether we
and the organizations we work with operate in ways
that align with the race equity and justice values
and goals we support. This commitment includes
ensuring that race equity is reflected in policies and
practicesforrecruitmentandhiring, workacceptance,
priority-setting, governance, organizational culture,
communications, and community partnerships
and accountability, particularly with low-income
communities of color. (Source: This language echoes
the commitments made by the Washington Race
Equity & Justice Initiative)



A Foundation in the
Community

LAJC’s impact over the last two years was built on
the foundation of our longstanding relationships in
the communities we serve and the critical role we
play in the legal advocacy landscape.

We are one of a relatively small number of legal
aid programs in the United States that engage in
both extensive systemic advocacy and extensive
individual services.

We have long believed our commitment to defending
the rights of individual people is critical to our
understanding of and ability to influence the systems
that oppress them.

The last two years have proven us right. Without
the relationships we’ve built through decades of
partnership with clients and communities, we could
not have done a fraction of what this report describes.
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Years 1n

the Making

A Commitment to Individual Legal Services

LAJC was founded in 1967 as the Charlottesville Albemarle Legal Aid Society explicitly to help low-income
residents with their individual civil legal problems. We remain committed to that work today in the localities around
Charlottesville, Richmond, Petersburg, and Northern Virginia.

Between January 2020 and December 2021, LAJC attorneys provided individualized legal services to over 3,000
client households comprised of over 7,500 Virginians. We stopped evictions and illegal lock-outs. We secured
release from immigrant detention and helped families establish legal residency. We fought debt collectors and
secured stolen wages. We helped families access safety-net programs and find just compensation for labor
trafficking and other abuses.

Our individual services helped our clients to access over $2,454,458 in additional resources and protected an
additional $2,581,250 in assets.

The School to Prison Pipeline

Since the founding of our Youth Justice Program in
1998 (then JustChildren), LAJC has fought to end
policies that criminalize student behavior. In late
2019, we released a report that showed how
Virginia’s school systems were disproportionately
charging Black students — and Black girls at an
accelerating rate — with disorderly conduct, a vague,
catch-all law that targets normal adolescent behavior
for criminal penalties. In 2020, we led a successful
effort to repeal the portions of the disorderly conduct
statute that singled out students for prosecution and
punishment.



https://www.justice4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/LAJC-DC-policy-brief-FINAL.pdf
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Extractive Fines & Fees

In early 2020, after more than six years of advocacy,
we finally won permanent repeal of Virginia’s statute that
suspended the driver’s licenses of people who could
not afford to pay their court fines and fees. Our Drive
Down the Debt campaign stretched over five bipartisan
bills, two federal court complaints, multiple report
releases, and one preliminary injunction. More than
30,000 Virginians had their licenses immediately and
automatically restored, many more were reinstated upon
application, and hundreds of thousands of people have
avoided debts-based suspension each year.

Separately, in 2021, as part of the Juvenile Fines and
Fees Coalition, including RISE for Youth, we supported
a successful effort to end Virginia’s purely extractive
practice of charging child support payments to the
parents of incarcerated youth.

Immigrant Rights

Undocumented immigrants lost the right to legally drive
in Virginia in 2004 after widespread fear of terrorist
attacks made way for anti-immigrant legislation. In
2020 after more than a decade of organizing, the Drive
Virginia Forward Coalition and the Virginia Coalition for

Immigrant Rights won back the right to drive through
the implementation of Driver’s Privilege Cards. Since
the law went into effect in early 2021, over 40,000
immigrants have already received the new form of ID.
Also in

2020, a longstanding community-led

campaign to establish eligibility for in-state college
tuition for undocumented Virginians succeeded with
a legislative win. We were proud to be part of that
effort. Since then, we’ve put out guidance on how to
assert this right, pushed several colleges to comply
with the law, and helped dozens of families navigate
the process.




8 YEARS IN THE MAKING

Affordable Housing in
Charlottesville

Ourcommitmenttotenantorganizingin Charlottesville
goes back over 25 years, and the last two years have
seen a number of historic wins to expand affordable
housing.

Through support of Charlottesville’s Public Housing
Association of Residents (PHAR), LAJC helped move
forwardresident-led redevelopmentof publichousing.
In 2021, we witnessed a historic groundbreaking on
what will become 161 additional deeply affordable
homes with substantial resident input on all aspects
of the project.

At the end of 2021, after more than a decade
of advocacy by housing activists supported by
LAJC, Charlottesville’s City Council passed a new
comprehensive plan that will increase density
citywide (with protections for several historically Black
neighborhoods) by calling for the abolition of the use
of exclusionary and racist single-family zoning.

Medical Debt Collection

In Charlottesville over the years, we have defended individuals with medical debt in court, issued public records
requests, taken medical students to court to watch the horrors of medical debt collection, pushed for changed
legislation, helped resource reporting on the issue, and asked for changes from UVA Health System.

In 2018, Kaiser Health News and the Washington Post released a bombshell investigative report on the ways in
which UVA had been suing its patients into financial oblivion for years. In response, UVA put together a council to
study the issue and make recommendations. Our staff and Board representatives on that council pushed hard for
transformative reform, including by arguing against the legal interpretation that UVA Health was using to justify
their aggressiveness in pursuing all debts.

In 2020, those efforts bore fruit when UVA announced that it was adopting essentially all the council’s
recommendations for reforming its financial aid, billing, and collections systems. UVA also released nearly all liens
held against patients’ homes and almost entirely stopped suing patients over medical debt.

To illustrate the impact: In FY20, UVA took 2,164 judgments against patients for a total of $7,171,166.10. In FY21, UVA
took judgment against just two people for $31,245.64


https://docslib.org/doc/6596018/the-impact-of-racism-on-affordable-housing-in-charlottesville-a-report-by-the-charlottesville-low-income-housing-coalition




Our Response

to COVID-19

On March 16, 2020, the Legal Aid Justice Center’s
physical offices closed to the public. At the same
time, our staff switched to remote work and shifted
into overdrive.

As Executive Director Angela Ciolfi said in an op-ed
that ran in the Virginia Mercury on March 19th, “To
put it bluntly: COVID-19 is not just a destructive act of
nature. It is also a human-made crisis caused by our
collective failure to address gaps in our economic
system and social safety net... those gaps existed
before COVID-19, but the pandemic will exacerbate

and compound their effects, leaving even larger
chasms between the haves and have-nots when it
recedes — unless we take aggressive action now
to prevent the pandemic from having a catastrophic
impact on low-income communities.”

Driven by that sense of urgency, to both blunt the
immediate harm and address systemic inequities,
our staff rose to the occasion in the very early days
while working to identify big systemic problems and
opportunities to fix them.



https://www.virginiamercury.com/2020/03/19/covid-19-exposes-deadly-gaps-in-our-social-safety-net/
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2020/03/19/covid-19-exposes-deadly-gaps-in-our-social-safety-net/
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The Immediate Response

The Fight for
Emergency Protections

In the first few days of lockdown, LAJC joined
community partners all over the state in calling on
public officials at the state and local levels to take
specific, aggressive actions already within their
power to protect low-income Virginia residents and
communities of color. We organized and updated
those demands online and shared them across
networks.

As an example, different school divisions in Virginia
interpreted federal regulations around school lunch
programs differently as it related to who was eligible
for school lunches and how they had to access them.
As a result, some divisions would not distribute food
to students who were over 18, would only distribute
one meal at a time, and/or would require parents to
bring every eligible child to the distribution site each
time.

None of these restrictions were supported by the
regulations, so we advocated with local divisions to
change their reading of the rules while working with
national advocatesto petitionthe Federal Department
of Education to put out a clarifying statement. That
clarification came on March 25, 2020, and we
immediately set about contacting school divisions to
share the new guidance and demand more flexible
meal policies.

Supporting Mutual Aid

In the first few weeks, we worked with community
members to set up and/or support mutual aid
networks in Charlottesville, Richmond, and Northern
Virginia. Those networks distributed groceries,
medicine, and financial support. We helped organize
socially distant food distributions and delivered
food to the homes of families with COVID positive
members. We worked with health officials to facilitate
testing sites in communities of color in our service
areas and in immigrant communities in Culpeper and
Harrisonburg. A year later, we worked with the same
communities (plus Galax and the Eastern Shore)
to facilitate vaccine outreach to immigrants and
farmworkers.

Community Education

In the first year of the pandemic, eligibility rules for
basic services and the means of accessing them
changed repeatedly. We responded by creating
detailed flyers and a series of over 90 Facebook Live
videos in English and Spanish that covered topics
such astenants’rights; price gouging; avoiding scams;
unemployment insurance; how to get healthcare
without insurance; how to communicate with social
security; changes to immigration procedures; and
COVID-19 in the workplace. These videos were
viewed over 50,000 times in just the first few months.


https://www.justice4all.org/video-covid-19-updates-information/
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COVID in Detention

In the very early days of the pandemic, we started
hearing from people in Virginia’s jails, prisons, and
detention centers and from their loved ones about
horrible conditions and widespread fear of dying
from COVID while locked up.

To amplify these voices and their demands, we
created our Voices of the Incarcerated project, in
which we shared the stories of people in detention
in their own words on our website. We shared these
stories and their demands with local and state
officials all over Virginia in an effort to convince them
to use their existing authority to reduce incarcerated
populations.

As members of the People’s Coalition, Richmond
#FreeOurPeople Coalition, and COVID-19 Justice
Coalition, we helped plan car rallies, protests, and
other direct actions to demand release, universal
testing, and comprehensive COVID-19 response
policies from public officials. Due to our efforts
alongside community members, both the Albemarle
Charlottesville Regional Jail and the Richmond City
Jail began publicly releasing COVID testing data.

In a few facilities, including the Albemarle-
Charlottesville Regional Jail, community groups like
the People’s Coalition pushed for and won dramatic
increases in the use of home detention and ankle
monitors as alternatives to incarceration. We worked
with local groups like Lending Hands to find stable
housing for unhoused people when that was the last
barrier to their release on home detention.

Outbreak in the
Juvenile Justice System

LAJC provides individual legal representation to
youth who are incarcerated, working to support their
efforts to secure early release under Virginia law. As
a result, we have strong relationships with the family
members of those youth. We were alarmed, then,
when we began hearing conflicting information about
COVID spread from Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJJ) officials and parents. Officials were providing
public assurances that there was no COVID outbreak,
but parents were telling us about rapid spread and
sick youth in solitary confinement.

LAJC went to the media and within days, DJJ
officials acknowledged the outbreak and began
communicating their mitigation strategies to parents
and the public.


https://www.justice4all.org/voices-of-the-incarcerated/
https://lendinghandsnetwork.weebly.com/
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The Systemic Response

Essential Workers

While much of Virginia’s economy was locked down,
essential workers were still going to work every day
keeping the rest of us fed and supplied.

Almost immediately after lockdowns began, we
started hearing from immigrant poultry workers about
horrific conditions in their processing plants. They
were sent to walk-in refrigerators before having their
temperatures checked or given Tylenol if they had a
fever and told to re-test. Then they were sent to work
shoulder-to-shoulder on the line without adequate
personal protective equipment and threatened if
they complained.

Alongside poultry workers and allies, we organized
simultaneous car rallies outside poultry facilities in
Harrisonburg and the Eastern Shore. Hundreds of
cars show up to support the workers.

In response to the publicity of these demonstrations,
CDC officials came to inspect the poultry facility that
was highlighted by the Eastern Shore rally. Within a
few weeks, Governor Northam proposed new COVID
workplace safety standards.

Our advocates worked countless hours pushing for
those standards to be effective and far reaching.
When the standards finally passed in mid-July,
Virginia became the first state in the nation with
enforceable, statewide, COVID-specific workplace
safety standards.

In a rare salute, the administration gave advocates
credit for pushing them to make the standards apply
to all workers and not just the poultry workers that
inspired the effort.

Unemployment Insurance

Within two weeks of the start of widespread
lockdowns and layoffs, LAJC staff helped set up
a legal aid taskforce to monitor and respond to
unemployment insurance concerns. We also setup a
hotline, staffed by LAJC attorneys and volunteer law
students, which gave out simple advice to hundreds
of recently unemployed individuals while tracking
the kinds of problems they reported.

In the fall of 2020, as the massive scale of the
failures of the Virginia Employment Commision (VEC)
to administer unemployment payments became
painfully clear, we started collecting hundreds of
stories from workers who were suffering while their
insurance claims languished. (cont’d on next page)



https://www.justice4all.org/2020/07/15/critical-protections-passed-protecting-workers/
https://www.justice4all.org/ui-stories/
https://www.justice4all.org/ui-stories/
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We then worked with the Virginia Poverty Law Center,
Legal Aid Works, Kelly Guzzo PLC and Consumer
Litigation Associates PLC to send a demand letter
to VEC officials threatening a lawsuit if they didn’t
address their shortcomings.

The VEC officials promised to make several changes

and bolster their capacity to address their growing
backlog of claims, and we held off on the lawsuit until
later that spring when it became clear that the VEC’s
fixes were woefully insufficient.

In April of 2021, we worked with the same legal
coalition to file a class-action lawsuit on behalf of five
brave, named plaintiffs and others similarly situated.
The lawsuit demanded redress for the state’s failure
to process unemployment insurance claims within
the timeframe required by federal law.

Withthe public outcry aboutthe obvious shortcomings
of the VEC officials in the backdrop, the federal
court took our lawsuit extremely seriously, pushing
the state to the negotiating table where we won a
settlement in which the state agreed to resolve its
backlog by the end of the summer.

In the course of those negotiations, the state
acknowledged that our earlier demand letter had
directly led to over 40,000 individuals receiving over
$200,000,000 in “stuck” payments. By the end of
2021, according to the VEC officials themselves, in
addition to the many whose Ul


https://www.justice4all.org/ui/
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applications were processed faster than they would
have been, the lawsuit directly led to over 132,000
people receiving collectively over $876,000,000 in
stuck payments.

In the first week of 2022, the judge in the case
decided that the state had met its obligations under
the settlement agreement. We continue to meet with
the VEC officials regularly to seek further systemwide
improvements in the unemployment system.

Eviction Prevention

As pandemic-related job losses hit across the country,
thousands of tenants statewide suddenly became
unable to make rent, turning a pre-existing eviction
crisis into a catastrophe.

Legal aid organizations across the state immediately
began advocating with local actors to close courts,
cease executing writs of evictions, and enforce an
ever-changing patchwork of local, state, and federal
moratoria.

With a statewide eviction moratorium set to expire
in June 2020, LAJC was ready to go to the mat for
tenants. With the help of volunteer analysis of mass

data sets scraped from court websites, we published
and updated an Eviction Tracker, which quickly
became the “go to” source for real-time eviction
data, cited by policymakers and publications across
the state.

We prepared federal litigation alleging that the courts
were violating federal constitutional and COVID
measures by proceeding to execute evictions and
communicated our legal concerns to state actors.
We supported activists in organizing sign-on letters
and a Call-A-Thon to policymakers. We published
a white paper pointing out that reopening the state
courts for non-emergency proceedings without rent
relief measures would lead to mass homelessness,

which prompted persistent media inquiries to
the Governor’s office. And we joined a chorus of
advocates and community groups demanding
that the state take aggressive action to prevent an
avalanche of evictions that would force low-income
Virginians and Virginians of color to search for
housing or experience homelessness during the
continuing global pandemic.


https://www.justice4all.org/eviction2022/
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These efforts, combined with the courage of
individual tenants telling their own stories to media
and policymakers, finally led to an extension of the
moratorium, buying time to advocate for rent relief
programs.

During the ensuing special legislative session, we
worked closely with other advocates, particularly at
Virginia Poverty Law Center, to add several essential
protections for tenants, including requiring that
landlords work with tenants to apply for federal rent
relief funds, offer repayment plans, and give longer
notice before filing evictions.

Largely as a result of those protections, Virginia was
the top state in the nation for getting rent relief dollars
out the door to tenants. LAJC staff helped over 300
families access over $1.5 million in rent-relief funds in
the fall of 2021.

Through it all, LAJC attorneys and organizers worked
with volunteer court watchers, tenants unions, and
mutual aid organizers to help scores of individual
tenants fight to stay in their homes. We distributed
know-your-rights information, fought against informal
evictions, and, when the courts opened back up,
defended our clients’ rights in court.

Education Funding

LAJC’s pandemic-related education funding advocacy
happened in the context of the Fund our Schools
Coalition, which was launched in December of 2019.
Fund Our Schools is a diverse, statewide coalition of
parents, students, teachers, and organizations who
believe that every child in every zip code across the
Commonwealth of Virginia should have access to a
high-quality public education. LAJC helped establish
the Coalition, provides much of the technology and
communications infrastructure, is part of the steering
committee, and provides dedicated year-round staffing.



https://www.fundourschoolsva.org
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Fear of the pandemic’s impact on Virginia’s budget
created a difficult environment in the Coalition’s first
budget cycle in early 2020, but Fund Our Schools
managed to win an increase in the number of school
counselors and ESL teachers, more funds for students
from low-income families, and a pay increase for
teachers and certain designated staff.

During the special session in the summer of 2020,
Fund Our Schools helped prevent over $500 million
in funding cuts that otherwise would have happened
if the State had cut funding based on pandemic-

related enrollment declines. The coalition also
produced materials to help members and other
activists to lobby their local governments to allocate
pandemic stimulus funds to local schools.

In the next budget cycle in early 2021, Fund Our
Schools won a bill that requires at least three school
support positions—Ilike school nurses or school social
workers—for every 1,000 students in Virginia’s public
schools, a significant increase in the prior ratio.

We also won $50 million to fund the School Equity
and Staffing Act, $40 million for methods to remediate
lost instruction time, and improved teacher salaries.
Fund our Schools’ primary demand is that Virginia
fully and fairly fund our public schools. We have a
long way to go to achieve that demand amid new
and continued attacks on public education, but we
are boldly in the fight.


https://www.fundourschoolsva.org/join/
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Protecting Medicaid Home
Health Care

Prior to the pandemic, Virginia’s Department of
Social Services (DSS) started to contract with private
insurance companies to manage Virginia’s provision
of Medicaid for home-health-aids. These caregivers
are often the only alternative some people with
severe health challenges have to avoid becoming
institutionalized. Often a family member is able
to receive this Medicaid funding to essentially be
compensated for caring for their loved one.

Soon after DSS officials stopped managing the
program themselves, we started hearing from
individuals who were having their compensated
care hours dramatically reduced with no medical
justification given. When they appealed these
decisions being made by the insurance companies,
they found the process impossible to navigate.

As the pandemic started, our staff, who had been
working on this issue, sent a demand letter to DSS
officials pointing to the horrific outbreaks happening
in nursing homes and other congregate settings
and demanding a moratorium on these insurance
companies unilaterally cutting hours.

In response, DSS officials agreed to work with us to
reform their appeal process giving caregivers and
patients a real, substantive opportunity to fight back
and keep their income.

We continue to monitor this issue, taking individual
cases and working with DSS officials to ensure
they are able to hold these insurance companies
accountable.

Campaign to Close Farmville
Detention Center

In the summer of 2020, as racial justice protests
spread nationwide, the worst COVID outbreak in any
immigrant detention facility nationwide exploded at
the Farmville Detention Center. We responded by
joining together with allies to file a lawsuit asking
for an injunction preventing the federal government
from transferring more people into the facility.

As we litigated, the government’s filings revealed
a horrifying fact that connected the outbreak to
the police violence against anti-racist protestors in
Washington D.C. The Trump administration wanted
to bring ICE agents to DC to help quell protests, but
federal rules said that ICE agents couldn’t be flown via
special charter flights unless they were transporting
detainees. In order to get around that requirement,
ICE transferred dozens of immigrants from places
with active outbreaks in Florida and Arizona into
Farmville. The ICE agents who accompanied them
were then involved in the violence by federal officers
at Lafayette Square and the infamous photoshoot at
St. John’s Cathedral.

In August 2020, our injunction request was granted.
At the time, there were over 300 people detained
at Farmville. Over the course of the next two years,
the population in the facility gradually decreased
until there were zero people detained inside. As the
population dwindled, LAJC staff worked to support
the Free Them All VA coalition in their longstanding
campaign to convince either Federal officials or the
Board of Supervisors of Farmville to close the facility


https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/07/11/covid-outbreak-farmville-lawsuit-settlement/
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entirely. We are actively supporting a campaign led by the #FreeThemAll Coalition to convince the town of
Farmville and the federal government to cancel the contract for the facility itself.

UPDATE

In July 2022, prior to publication of this report, our clients accepted a settlement agreement that paid them
damages and limited the facility to operating at 25% capacity or less with strict rules about the process
for incoming transfers until the public health emergency is over. The fight to close the facility permanently
continues!


https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2022/07/11/covid-outbreak-farmville-lawsuit-settlement/

The BLM Uprisings,
Policing, & Criminal
Legal System




Supporting BLM Activists

In the summer of 2020, as communities all over the
country rose up in response to the murders by police
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Marcus David-
Peters, and countless others, our staff mobilized

to help. For example, after over 230 people were
arrested in Richmond in just one evening, our

staff supported local criminal defense attorneys in
developing a pro bono/low bono defense network,
disseminating its information to those who had been
arrested.

We also connected those attorneys to our partners
at University of Richmond School of Law and Capital
One’s Pro Bono Council, who provided invaluable
assistance reviewing body camera footage and
supporting other aspects of defense strategy.

Police-Free Schools

The uprising for Black lives inspired youth all over
Virginia to demand that their communities rethink
school-based policing. These young people asked
school officials to disinvest in School Resource Officers
and invest instead in mental health and other student
supports. Our staff supported youth-led efforts in
Charlottesville, Albemarle, Arlington, Richmond, and
Harrisonburg.

For example, we provided considerable legal support
to youth organized by Tenants & Workers United
in Alexandria. We conducted advocacy trainings
with several Alexandria youth, including a “budget
advocacy 101" workshop; assisted with legal research
and budget advocacy; met with School Board
members; secured testimony from national partners;
and made public comments at Alexandria School
Board and City Council meetings.

After months of these efforts, the Alexandria City
Public Schools voted to end its School Resource
Office (SRO) program, and the Alexandria City
Council voted to re-allocate $800,000 in city funding
for the program out of the police budget and into the
school system budget to provide more mental health
supports for students.

Our staff are committed to supporting student-led
efforts to replace punitive responses with solutions
that keep all students safe and supported.



https://www.tenantsandworkers.org
https://www.justice4all.org/justchildren-program/schoolpolicing/sros-and-va-law/
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Police Accountability

Since 2018, LAJC staff have been supporting
Charlottesville’s People’s Coalition and the Richmond
Transparency and Accountability Project (RTAP) in
their efforts to build formal and effective structures for
civilian-led police accountability. Those efforts often
ran into conflict with the Dillon Rule, which prevents
localities in Virginia from passing local ordinances
outside of those explicitly given to them by the state
legislature.

In the summer of 2020, Governor Northam called
for a special session of the Virginia legislature, in
part to respond to massive protests demanding an
end to police violence against Black people. We
worked closely with the People’s Coalition and RTAP
members to use what they had learned to fight for
meaningful criminal legal system reforms.

At the center of that fight was whether the legislature
would pass enabling legislation or whether it would
mandate the creation of police civilian review boards
in every locality in Virginia. LAJC successfully
supported enabling legislation, recognizing that in
communities where activists were not ready to fight

for an independent board, those institutions were
very likely to co-opted by police proponents and give
lip-service to true accountability. The resulting law
created the potential for robust civilian oversight of
police, including review of both individual complaints
and systemic issues, subpoena power, and final
disciplinary authority.

That fight was prescient, as even in Charlottesville
and Richmond, it has been a struggle to establish
local bodies with true independence from police
control.

We continue to support our allies in Charlottesville
and Richmond as well as new groups in communities
across Virginia in response to police violence..

Expungement and Sealing in
Virginia

Having a criminal record has been likened to the civil
death penalty—it creates barriers to employment,
housing, education, voting, transportation, and more.
Virginia has one of the most unforgiving record
clearing laws, making it nearly impossible to recover
from any kind of contact with law enforcement and
the courts. In fact, until 2021, Virginia’s law had not
been meaningfully amended since 1977!

As we added capacity to our Civil Rights and Racial
Justice Program in 2020, we knew that we wanted
to try to improve Virginia’s criminal records laws.
Together with our community partner, Nolef Turns,
we helped convene the Expungement Council, a
space for directly impacted community members
to share their experiences and priorities for reform,
as well as build their own collective power to make
change at the state level. Along with our individual
representation of clients, the Expungement Council
helped LAJC understand what transformative reform
would require.


https://www.nolefturns.org
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During the special session of the Virginia legislature
in 2020, we pushed hard for free, automatic, and
far-reaching expungement/sealing of arrest and
conviction records. With those provisions, hundreds
of thousands of Virginians would experience
liberation from criminal records. Without them, only
those privileged enough to have access to the funds
and the legal expertise to manage a petition-based
system would get help.

When the special session ended without agreement
on a bill, we were undeterred. We worked with
Nolef Turns and the Expungement Council over
the following months to educate legislators and
pushed again for free, automatic, and far-reaching
expungement/sealing in the 2021 General Assembly
Session.

It required a special reconciliation negotiation,
but, in the end, the General Assembly passed
groundbreaking legislation establishes a system of
automatic criminal record sealing. When the new
law takes effect in 2025, Virginia will automatically
seal misdemeanors that were dismissed or dropped,
as well as nine different misdemeanor convictions,



https://www.nolefturns.org
https://www.justice4all.org/new-record-sealing-law-information/
https://www.justice4all.org/new-record-sealing-law-information/
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preventing the public and government actors from
viewing the records, except in very limited situations.

Individuals will also be able to petition to seal
convictions for other misdemeanors and low-level
felonies such as larceny and drug possession. Finally,
the bill forces private companies that profit from the
sale of criminal records to delete records the state
has sealed and allows individuals or the attorney
general to sue these companies if they do

As good as it is, the new law does not go far enough,
fast enough, and we are committed to working
to improve the statute over time to ensure more
Virginians can benefit from this extraordinary relief
and sooner.



https://www.justice4all.org/new-record-sealing-law-information/
https://www.justice4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/A-Criminal-Record-is-its-Own-Criminal-Sentence.pdf

We are enormously proud of the impact described in
this report and enormously grateful to our supporters,
past and present, who have invested in us and our
capacity to achieve justice alongside communities in
Virginia.

As we look forward, we have big plans to continue to
grow our impact in partnership with the communities
we serve. We'’re excited to share that those plans
have been accelerated by a transformational $10MM
gift from long-time supporter, Sonjia Smith, who
asked us to put the money to work addressing urgent
and longstanding needs in low-income communities

and communities of color across Virginia.

Over the next few years, we hope to expand
geographically to Hampton Roads where we’ve
been asked by local groups to come and support
their efforts. With that expansion, LAJC would have
staff located in Hampton Roads, Charlottesville,
Richmond, Petersburg, Northern Virginia, Galax, and

the Eastern Shore.

We plan also to launch a new program focused on
worker’s rights statewide, to invigorate our health
justice work, and to continue to develop our distinctive
brand of community-centered legal aid that defends
people’s legal rights in their struggle to survive while
integrating legal, organizing, communications, and

policy strategies to achieve lasting justice.

We are excited for the future. While the last couple
of years have been difficult for all of us, and the road
ahead will bring more challenges to our work, we are
truly heartened that people like you have stepped
up to partner with us in this fight.

Thank you again for supporting racial, economic, and
social justice with your donations, partnership, and
personal advocacy. We hope that you will continue
to invest in the impact we can have supporting

communities throughout Virginia. We look forward

to what we can accomplish together next!
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Financials

JULY 1, 2019 - JUNE 30, 2021

Revenue FISCAL YEAR 2020

TOTAL

$11,273,702 GRaNTs [ 1,668,758
GOVERNMENT _ $2,537,069

INDIVIDUALS/CORPORATIONS/LAW FIRMS - $1,372,000

OTHER . $554,765

EXpenseS FISCAL YEAR 2020

TOTAL B PROGRAMS $10,140,822

$11,307,023 B FUNDRAISING $563,088

[ ADMINISTRATION $603,113
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Revenue FISCAL YEAR 2021

TOTAL

$13,393,785 GRanTs [ $2,295,848
covernvent | s2.900.844

INDIVIDUALS/CORPORATIONS/LAW FIRMS - $1,700,000

otHer || $80s.336

EXpenseS FISCAL YEAR 2021

TOTAL B PROGRAMS $11,655,721

$13,081,122 B FUNDRAISING $756,741

[ ADMINISTRATION $668,660




Introducing the

John Conover Society

We are honored to name the planned giving society
at LAJC after John Conover, a beloved friend, mentor,
and colleague to many of us at LAJC and a favorite
instructor to hundreds of LAJC clinical law students.
John passed away on Sunday, October 4th, 2020.
He wrote his own obituary which can be found on
LAJC’s website at the QR code below.

John joined our staff as an attorney in our
Charlottesville office and worked alongside us for
15 years. He was usually one of the first people
you met after starting work at LAJC, and he had a
Gandalfian way of showing up in your life when you
least expected and most needed it.

WE ARE PROUD TO LIST OUR FOUNDING

John Conover Society Members

Jayne Barnard
John Conover and Virginia Daugherty
Cynthia Neff

Frazier Solsberry and Kathleen May

John was also a generous donor and a volunteer
on our Charlottesville Advisory Council where he
helped us conceptualize a planned giving society
for LAJC. Whether it was our planned giving society,
the Rivanna Trail, or his wonderful family, John was
fully invested in the things he helped to build. He left
LAJC a meaningful bequest.

For several years, we have been trying to think of
a name for our planned giving society, but nothing
really made sense, until now.

Anne Wallace
Nancy Weiss and Carol Wise
Estate of Donald ‘Dee’ White

McGennis Williams and Warren Oliveri

For more information about the John Conover Society, please contact developmentteam@justice4all.org


https://www.justice4all.org/john-conover-obituary/

Our Donors, Supporters,

and our Partners

We are grateful to the following people for their support.
Your commitment to building a better Virginia and belief in us is an inspiration.
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Jacquie & John Pickering
Burt Pinnock and Mark Braley
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Jennifer Baellow

Nia Baker
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Kayla Berry

Philippe Best
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Christopher Bettis
Nathan Bick
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Amy Biscoe

Jennifer Bisgaier
Carol Bisharat Sani
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Jillian Blake

Anna Blazier

Eileen Blessinger

The Blosser/Lechlitner Family
Matthew Boaz

Bob from Water’s Edge
George Bognar
Bonfire Funds Inc.
Cecilia Bonilla

Laura V. Bonner

Karen Bopp

Jamelle Bouie

Emily Bowden
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Maria Bowman

Boyd & Sipe PLC
Carmen Boykin
Melissa Bradner

John Brainard

Michelle Brane

Meg Brannon

Jamie Breazeale
Crystal and Tim Breedlove
Michael Brennan
Daniel and Margaret Breslau
Paul Brewer

Tom Brickman

Amy Bright

Jessica Brooks

Karen Broth

Aidan Brown

Patricia Brown
Matthew Brown

Brown Advisory Charitable
Foundation

David Bruck
Ronald Brunk

Marland Buckner and Melody
Barnes

Jim Bundy

George and Lyons Burke
Burke Society at UVA
Jordan Burnette

Thomas Burns
Caroline Burriss
Meridith Burrows

Sal Burton

Gilbert Butler
Carolina Butler
Nathan Cabello
Kristin Cabral

Emma Call

Call Your Mother Deli
Carolyn Camardo
Gillie Campbell
Megan Cant
VeriSign Care
Maureen Carey-Medlock
Tanner Carlton
Carpe Diem Fund
Jenny Carpenter
Sarah Carr

Brandon Carter
Brendan Cartwright
Kerry Casey

Emily Casey

Brian Patrick Casson
Shannon Castleman
Angelina Castro
Catherine Cayce & Thomas Pierce

Centro de los Derechos del
Migrante, Inc

Florence Chamberlin

Nicole Chambers

Judy Chang

Ellen Chapman

Mekdes Charles

Zachary Charles

Allida M. Black

Charlottesville Networking Group
Nick Chavkin

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Christopher Cheek

Sarah Choi
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Zella Christensen

Scott and Helen Christian
Katharyn Christian McGee
Nikki Churchwell

Sandra Joy Claibourn
Jessica Clark

Keagan Clark

Ellie Clark

Anne Clements

Sean Clinchy

John Cobb

Ryan Coffield

Helen Cohoon

Martina and John Coker
Emma Colavincenzo
Mitchell Cole

Karen and Custis Coleman
John Colgan-Davis
Jessica Collazo

Devan Colley

Megan Comer

Community Foundation for
Northern Virginia

Margaret Copeland
Robert Cornelius
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Greg Cowart

Kelsey Cowger

Ty Cox

Edward Craig

Jon Craig

Caroline Creekman
Emily Criss

Brittany Criswell
William Crosby

Fani Cruz

Anthony Cruz
Abraham Cullom
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Jean Cunningham
Scott Cunningham

Lucia Curiel

Brett Curtis

Anne and John Dalke
Marynn Dause

Tess Davey

Bradford Day

Michelle DB

Desiree de Luca-Johnson
Jessica Del Vecchio
Paula Demmert

Dana Denbar

Adrienne and Rob Dent
Elizabeth Denton

Anna Derewenda
Susannah Derr

Kruti Desai

Department of Biomedical
Engineering at UVA

Anthony DeVane
Devils Backbone Brewing Company
Bart Devon
Madeline Taylor Diaz
Elizabeth Dickens
Emma Dickinson
Nathalia Dickson
Richard DiMeglio
Chris Dimotsis
Frances Donaldson
Maureen Donley
Sue Donovan
Megan Donovan
Marion Donovan-Kaloust
Patricia Dowd

Jan Dowling
Rebecca Driver
Sherry Dubester
Freedom Duff

Frank Dukes

Frank Dukes

Katelyn Durkin
Caitlin Dutta

John Dyer

Jessica Harris

East Bay Community Foundation
Catherine Easterling
Jimmy Edwards

Diane Eikenberry
Rhonda Eldridge
Hannah Elliott and Laura Wallace
Sandra Elliott

Kyle Elliott

Ann Elliott

Peter Ellis

Sarah Elwood

Larry Engle

Leah Erwin

Michaela Eschenbacher
Lee Eschenroeder

Lisa Esler

Jasmine Esmailbegui
Kate Espinosa

Daniel Espinoza
Jonathan Ettinger

Ellen Evans

Sarah Evans

Karen Evans

Andrew Ewalt

Brandy Ewell
Christopher Ewing

Sam Facas

Lynne Fagles

Audrey Fairchild

Steven Fake

Chris Falcon

Kathe Falzer

Rich Farella

Olivia Faries

Naima Farrell

Jessica and Michael Feiertag
Max Fenton

Fidelity Charitable
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Tony Field
Morgan Findley
Samuel Finkel
Roraig Finney
First Christian Church
Tsega Fisseha
Calkidan Fisseha
Gwen Fitzgerald
Noah Fitzgerel
Paul Fleisher
April Fletcher
Jennifer Floyd
Joseph Folds
Kristin Foti
Joanna Fowler
Abram Fox

Mark and Mary Fraser
Clara Fratus
Meredith Frazier
Kristina Friar
Ethan Friedman
Richard Friedman
The Front Porch
Frontstream

Fund for Children Youth and
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Gretchyn Furlong

Future Doctors for Black Lives

Jenna Gabriel

Marie Gaglione
Heather and Barry Gale
Megan Gallagher
Barbie Gallini

Olivia Galllmeyer
Bruce B. Galloway
Anil Gangolli

Amin Ganjalizadeh
Licinio Garcia

Zane Garcia Ramadan
Casey Gardner
Georgia Garrett

Isabel Garvey

Rochelle Garwood

Daniel Gecker

Cordelia and James Gelly

George Mason University
Foundation

Kelly Gerow

Samira Ghaderi
Bashir Ghazialam
Victoria Giambra
Tim Gibbin

Marie Giblin

Neil Gibson
Charlotte Gibson
Dorothy Gill

Sam Gillespie

Gary Gilliam

Haley Gillilan
Mercedes Claire Gilliom
Brennan Gilmore
Martha Gimbel
llana Ginsberg
Carmen Godinez-Tapia
Jake Gold

Daniel Goldberg
Eyal Goldmann

Phil Goldsmith
Meredith Golob

Liz Gonzalez

Tori Goodloe & Chris Little
Sadie Goodman
Jim Goodwin
Christopher Gordon
Laura Gori

Michael Gorman
Lensi Goshu
Jonathan Graphia
Jean Gratz

Joseph Grawe
Joann Grayson
Gredler Gredler

James Green

The Greenstone Fund
Eileen Grey

Christiana and Spencer Grice
Peter Griesar

Kirby Griffis

Timothy Grimes

Benjamin Grimmelbein
Nicholas Griswold

Sarah and Kevin Gross
Samantha Grossman

Kylie Grow

Mariah Gruner

Isabella Guarnieri

Sally Andrews Gudas
Julien and MaryClaire Guh
Alex and Joan Gulotta
Macon Gunter

Abby Guskind

Dulce Guzman

Savannah Haeger

Jon Hainer

David Hallock

Leah Hamilton

Jobeth Hammer
Frederick Hammond
Mervyn Han

Sarah Handley

Handley & Anderson PLLC
John Hannon

Debbie Hansley

Letty Hardi

Howard and Selma Hardin
Ray & Tracey Harp
Kristopher Harrison
Jessie Hart

Jacob Hartman

Justin Haselhorst and Samantha
Mladen

Paul D. Haxo
Page Hayes
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Chelsea Haynes

Anna Haynes

Melissa Hayworth

Susan Heald

Caitlyn Healy

Orin Heend and Susan Philp
Elain Heffelfinger & Doug Murphy
David Heilberg

Walt Heinecke

Natasha Heller

Caroline Heller

Marcia and Samuel Hellman
A'Lelia Robinson Henry
Shari Henry

Dr. and Mrs. William Herbert
Herndon Friends Projects
Bonnie Hershberg

Harold Here

Austin Hetrick

Rachel Heyler

Scott Hickok

Guinevere Higgins & Gerald
Soriano

Steven Higgins

Megan Hines

David J. Hirschman
Geneva Hodges
Cynthia Hoehler-Fatton
Erik Hoffman

Hayes Holderness
Opal Holley

Allyn Hollingsworth
Anita Holloman

Bonnie and Howard Horowitz
Erin Houlihan

Housing Opportunities Made Equal
(HOME)

Darla Howard-Ramirez
Sally Hudson

Athena Hughes
Kimberly Huson

Alexandra Hussey
The Hut Foundation
Cindy Hutson
Cynthia Hyland
Stephanie Hynes
Aleksandr lakovlev
Amber Inofuentes
Marina Inoue

The Institute of International
Finance

Ann Douglas and Josh Irby
Elizabeth Irvin and Tom Cassidy
Naomi Isaac

Margaret Isaacson

Emma Ito

Jack Jabaley

Deborah Jackson

Kendra Jackson

Norman Oliver and Susan
Jacobson

Laura Jacobson
A. Anna James
Anne Jenkins
Sejal Jhaveri
Jenny Jimmison
Yliana Johansen-Mendez
Lindsey Johnson
Tammy Johnson
Harry Johnson
Malcolm Jones
Christopher Jones
Cecil Jones

Lucy Jones
Charlie Jones
Leah Jones

Fayth Jones
Jeremy Jong
Anna Joseph
Journey Group
Creciendo Juntos

Kaiser Permanente for the Mid-
Atlantic States Corporate Giving

Program

Zoey Kambour

Dana Kaplan

Nina Kaplan

Kappa Sigma Zeta Chapter
Michael and Monica Karafotis
David Katz

Dan Katz

Katherine Kaufka Walts
Judith Keating

Megan C. Keenan

Rebecca Keese

Victoria Kellam

Erin Kelleher

Lisa Keller

Kate Kerrigan

Margaret Kertess

Sean Kilduff

Alina Kilpatrick

Sandra Kimble

Andrew Kinch

Denise Kirchner

Frances Kissling

Meghan Kleinsteiber

Peter Klemz

Karen Klick

George Klosko

Kevin Koegel

Sally Koenig

Jessica Koepfler

Ksenia Kolesnikov

Smitha Konduri

Eleanor and Brenden Kootsey
Katie Kozlowski

Jonathan Krall

Samantha Kramer

Don Kreger

Glenn Kreger and Lisa Portnoy
Damon and Jessica Krometis
Grant Kronenberg

Jackie Kruszewski
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Stephen & Sara Kuhn
Nancy and Joe Kunkel
Lily Kurtz

Lauren Lachica

Julie Lacy

Matthew Lamorena
Rachel Laney

Christine Lang and Frederick
Snowden

Harold Lanna

Crystal Lantz

Kelly and Brad Larkin
William Larme

Penne Laubenthal
Robert Layman

Laura Ann Leavitt
Stacy E. Lee

Benaiah Lee

Jason Leffler

Lindsay Lerman
Eleanor Levie

Phyllis Levin

Ceceaia Levin
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Hilary Levinson & Stephen Wade
Mackenzie Levy
Teresa Li
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Peter Liaw

Leslie Light

James Lightfoot
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Sofia Linarte
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Paulette Lincoln-Baker
Jordan Lindbeck
Amanda Lineberry
Ariel Linet

The Little Goodloe Give Jar Fund
Amber Liu

Kendra Liu

Rachael Lizio Katzen Kurynny
Michael Logue

Alvin Long

Emily Lopynski
Juliana Lord
Lorenzoni Family
Dorrit Lowsen
Robbie Ludvigsen
Eduardo Luna
Nicole Luz

Mary Elizabeth Luzar
Mark Lynch

Reid Lynch

Sena & Tyler Magill
Keenan Maher
Andrew Mahler
Monica Mananzan
Irina Manelis
Matthew Mangione
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Mary and Mark Manley
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Margaret Manto
Colette Marcellin
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Jason Marple
Margaret Marsh
Anne Marshall
Senseney Marshall
Dana Martin & Leyda Fajardo
Catherine Martin
Will Martin

Gretchen Martinet
Gisselle Martinez
Amanda Martinez
Suzi Martinez Carter
Arabella Masters
Stephen Maxwell

H. Edward Maull Jr.
Mary McCabe

Patrick McCabe
Kristopher McClellan
Alice McClure

D. McFadden

Katheryn McGaffigan
Steven McKay

Colin McKee

Melissa McMahan

Jack McMillin

C. Scott McMullan
Malissa McSwain

Lauren Mcswain

Sloane McTavish

Peter Mellette

Gabriela Mendez

Priscilla Merida

Francis Merrick

Suzanne Merritt

Robert and Denise Meyer
Leslie Middleton
Midlothian Friends Meeting
Samantha and Joel Mier
Perry Miles

Mary Miller

Peter Miller

Alicia Milligan

Merrie Milner

Rob Minford

Rebecca Minter

Logan Mintz

Paul and Sally Misencik
Mike Mitri
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Shannon Mok

Michael Monette
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Liana Montecinos
Christiant Morecock
Mireya Moreno Rodas
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Ann Payes
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David and Laura Peterson
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Donna J. Phillips
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Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity
Emily Pilc

Carolyn Pillis

Rosa Pizzi

Ada Plascencia
Thomas and Roberta Platts-Mills
Delegate Ken Plum
Sharon Poff

Dominique Poirier
Lorraine Polik
Lois Pollard

Mark Pollock
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Issac Portillo

Emma Potter

Michal Pramik
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Glenn Pransky and Terry Snyder
Richard and Nancy Prettyman
Kathleen Price

Andrew Prince
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Sara Pruzin Turk
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Joan Putney

Rebecca C. Quinn
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Dr. Lynn Rainville and Baron
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Meera Ram

Ellen Rambo

Cesar Ramirez

Elsy Ramos Velasquez
Stephanie & Benjamin Randolph
Beth Rankin
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Joan and Joseph Ranzini
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Sharon Reese
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Christopher Sander
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Eliza Scallet
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Paul Schroeder

Jane E. Schukoske

Charles and Lynn Schusterman
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Faith Schweikert
Holly Scott

Laurie Seaman
Chris Seaman & Dr. Allison Lyons
Kasey Sease
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Maggie Selesky
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Holly Sewell
Mazzen Shalaby
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Deborah Shapiro and M. Elizabeth
Allen

Rees Shearer
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Lauren Silber

Lynn Silsby
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Rohan Singh
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Steven K. Smith
Andy Smith
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Craig Smith
Simon Smith
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Alex Smith-Scale
Kathy Smyth
Ryan Snow
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Christian Solem

Dr. Nina Solenski and Mr. Thomas
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Ben Somberg
John Sorrenti
Emily Spencer
Max St. John
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Ryan Stanley
Gina Starfield
Brett Stark
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Robert Steele
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Nick Stefaniak
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Elizabeth Stone
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James Sutton
Christina Swatzell



44 DONORS, SUPPORTERS, AND PARTNERS

Attila and Suzanna Szabo
Marc Szczepaniak
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Tannia Talento

Zaakir Tameez

Caleb Tansey

Ghassan Tarazi

Denis and Adam Taveras
Julie Tea

Elizabeth Tedford

Temple Rodef Shalom
Lindsey Tessada
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Liz Wellbeloved
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Emily White
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Anne Widmark
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Benjamin Wilkes
Christina Wilkes
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William and Jane Poulterer
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Terri Halperin and Alexander
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Elizabeth Wood
Cindy Woods
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Carmen Wright
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Board of Directors,

Advisors, & Staft

Board of Directors
Cynthia Neff (President)
Joy Johnson (Vice-President)
Kristi Kelly (Treasurer)
Ofelia Calderdn (Secretary)
Eva Anthony

Byron Arango

Ivy Bell

Salvador M. Bezos

Josh Bowers

Allexis Cooper

Tennille Checkovich
Tanishka Cruz

Ted Howard

Dean Lhospital

Marijean Oldham

Burt Pinnock

Bryan Slaughter

Charlottesville
Advisory Council

Ed Bain Jr.

Melanie Benjamin
Herb Beskin
Joanne Blakemore
Jonathan Blank
Alan Cohn

Llezelle Dugger
Kathryn Duvall
Kimberly Emery

Brock Green
Laurel Reiman Henneman
Tracey Hopper
Dean Lhospital
Edward Lowry
Molly McShane
Wes Myhre
Cynthia Neff
Marijean Oldham
Rick Richmond
Bryan Slaughter
Anne Wallace
Elizabeth Woodard

Richmond/Petersburg Advisory

Council

Tennille Checkovich
Angie Dempsey

Kyle Elliot

Joel McClellan

Martin Mooradian

Liz Patterson

Jennifer Hurst Wender

Northern Virginia
Advisory Council

Paul Brinkman
Jessica Childress
Camile Crandall
Ariana Flores

Ted Howard
Andrew Howlett
Kristi Kelly
Marcia Maack
Casey Nash
Kelly Voss

Leadership Team

Angela Ciolfi, Executive Director

Cierra Anderson, Dir. of Finance

Fanny Brisker, Dir. of Human Resources

Chris Florez, Dir. of Information
Technology

Jeff Jones, Dir. of Communications

Anna Kurien, Legal Dir,, Civil Rights &
Rachial Justice

Andrea Mayfield, Dir. of Administration
& Facilities

Luis Oyola, Dir. of Organizing
Elaine Poon, Deputy Dir. of Advocacy

Simon Y. Sandoval -Moshenberg, Legal
Director, Immigrant Justice Program

Nareen Scott, Dir. of People Operations

Fallon Speaker, Youth Justice Legal
Director

Danielle Taylor, Deputy Dir. of
Operations

Miriam Torian, Managing Attorney,
Richmond Office

Tim Wallace, Dir. of Development
Clay Warner, General Counsel
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Legal Aid Justice Center Staff

(as of publication)

Charlottesville
Marisa Baer, Attorney
Caro Campos, Client Advocate

Kristin Clarens, Charlottesville-
Albemarle Pro Bono Coordinator

Emily Dreyfus, Senior Supervising
Organizer

Gustavo Espinosa, Rent Relief
Assister

Harold Folley, Senior Supervising
Organizer

Jess Gabbay, Executive Assistant

Megan Gildea, Associate Director
of Development

Sophia Gregg, Senior Supervising
Attorney

Teresa Hepler, Attorney

Victoria Horrock, Senior
Supervising Attorney

Caroline Klosko, Senior Supervising
Attorney

Michaela Lieberman, Attorney

Raenell Lockley, Development
Associate

Kenzie Marier, Accountant

Rachel McFarland, Senior Litigation
Attorney

Emily Smith, Attorney

Kim Tolliver, Officer Manager
Frank Valdez, Organizer

Robert Wadden, Health Paralegal

Amy Walters, Senior Attorney for
Clinics

Moriah Wilkins, Skadden Legal
Fellow

June Yang, Senior Development
Officer - Foundations and Private
Philanthropy

Richmond

Omari Al-Qadaffi, Community
Organizer

Gloria Cook, Legal Assistant
Libby Fulcher, Office Manager

Manuel Gago, Senior Supervising
Farmworker Organizer

Cecilia Hernandez, Community
Organizer

Nikkia Johnson, Senior
Development Officer

Jennifer Kwon, Attorney

Pat Levy-Lavelle, Senior Intake
Attorney

Majesta-Dore Legnini, Equal Justice
Works Fellow

Flor Lopez Trejo, Community
Organizer

Tonya Osinkosky, Senior Organizer
for Training & Onboarding

Maisee Osteen, Attorney

LaFonda Page, Community
Organizer

Lucy Parks, Communications
Associate

Louisa Rich, Senior Intake Attorney

Wyatt Rolla, Senior Movement
Attorney

Sophia Tan, Attorney

Miguel Tejero, Community
Organizer

Yohance Whitaker, Community
Organizer

Kateland Woodcock, Attorney

Jason Yarashes, Lead Attorney and
Program Coordinator

Falls Church

Ruth Alburez, Healthcare and
Public Benefits Navigator

Ben Apt, Attorney

Elizabeth Aucamp, Senior
Development Officer

Arnoldo Borja, Community
Organizer

John Cano, Senior Organizer

Danna Chavez Calvi, Office
Manager

Anelva Corcos Beltran, Client
Advocate

Shelsy Delgado, Organizer
Kristin Donovan, Attorney

Krupskaya Elliot, Community
Organizer

Leanne Gale, Attorney
Joanna Gaughan, Attorney

Favio Gonzales, Communications
Associate

Diana Mateo, Immigration Paralegal
Ashley R. Moore, Attorney

Kathy Nufies Arebalo, Legal
Assistant

Nady Peralta, Senior Supervising
Attorney

Contessa Riggs, Senior
Development Officer

Kelly Salzman, Attorney

Becky Wolozin, Senior Supervising
Attorney

Larisa Zehr, Attorney

Petersburg

Christopher Rashad Green,
Community Organizer



In Memoriam

Libby Fulcher

This year we said a tearful goodbye to a strong,
huge-hearted, and all-around beloved human,
Libby Fulcher.

Libby was born in Cantera, Puerto Rico. She was
driven to live a life of meaning and accomplishment,
obtaining her college degree at age 47 and learning
to play the violin at age 55. Libby died of pancreatic
cancer on June 2, 2022.

When Libby arrived at LAJC in 2014, she was
a godsend. She transformed the front desk in
Charlottesville into a powerhouse of efficiency,
caring, and cheerfulness, a feat no one thought
possible. She charmed clients and staff alike with her
warm smile, guffaw-worthy spunk, and no-nonsense
competence. She later brought her can-do spirit to
our finance and administrative team, sharing her
incredible skills with the whole organization, before
being promoted again to become the first Office
Manager in our Richmond office.

In addition to the formal roles Libby occupied at LAJC,
she played many informal ones as well, and there
seemed to be no problem she wasn’t game to solve.
She served as Spanish teacher, storyteller, listener,
prankster, mender of dresses, and “fixer” of broken
faucets and broken hearts. We will never forget all the
fun and creativity she brought to everything she did,
from organizing easter egg hunts and office clothing
swaps to hosting Halloween costume contests.

Libby danced into all our lives in ways that will not
soon be forgotten. She brought her full self to the
work, sharing equally both the joys and heartbreak
of carrying out our mission in fellowship with each
other. We will hold LAJC’s “Luchadora” in our hearts
forever.




