JustChildren Systemic Impact Timeline
Together with allies and partners, JustChildren has won local and statewide reforms to improve the systems our children depend on.

2005

2006

2007

2008

JUVENILE REENTRY

PRESCHOOL

SCHOOL FEES

PRESCHOOL

New regulations to
insure that children leaving Juvenile Correctional
Centers receive timely
and appropriate mental
health services.

Secured $6.6 million
for the VA Preschool
Initiative, representing
the first ever per pupil
funding increase since
the program’s creation
ten years earlier.

Published a report
exposing the abusive
school fees charged by
public schools.

Secured an additional
$22 million for the
expansion of access
to preschool for thousands of VA children.

FOSTER CARE
JUVENILE JUSTICE

Removed barriers to enrollment of and improved
educational stability for
children in foster care.

Required children to have
access to counsel at their
initial detention hearing.
JUVENILE
REENTRY
New regulations
requiring schools to
immediately enroll
children leaving juvenile correctional and
detention centers.
SPECIAL
EDUCATION
Made VA Department
of Ed.’s procedural
safeguards manual for
parents of students with
disabilities more accessible and user-friendly.

FOSTER CARE
Secured state funding
for transportation of
children in foster care
placed across school
division lines.

JUVENILE JUSTICE
Allowed youth serving
blended sentences to
earn sentence credits
during their time in the
Department of Juvenile
Justice.

JUVENILE
TRANSFER
Narrowed scope of “once
an adult, always an adult”
rule that required youth
who had been tried as
adults to be treated
as adults in all future
proceedings, even if they
had been acquitted.
SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
Entered into agreement with Richmond
Public Schools to
monitor timely provision of disciplinary
hearings, outcomes,
and placement
decisions for students
with disabilities.

SPECIAL
EDUCATION
Reversed changes to VA
Board of Ed. regulations
that would have reduced
parental involvement and
denied opportunities to
students with disabilities.

2009
DROPOUT
PREVENTION
Persuaded the VA
Board of Ed to
adopt an on-time
graduation rate and
tracking system and
to tie resulting data to
accreditation ratings
for high schools. (Resulted in 8% increase
in graduation rates
statewide.)
TRUANCY
Prohibited use of suspension to punish truancy.

2010
PRESCHOOL

PRESCHOOL

Defended the VA
Preschool Initiative from
proposals that would
have cut the program
and redistributed funds
to school divisions
based on student
population rather than
student poverty.

Persuaded General
Assembly to reject $14.5
million in proposed cuts
to the VA Preschool
Initiative.

JUVENILE JUSTICE
Limited the pretrial
detention of youth in
adult jails.
JUVENILE
TRANSFER

JUVENILE
TRANSFER
Published report
covering the experiences of youth who are
sentenced as adults.

2011

Published report that
compiled stories from
young people, families,
attorneys, and others
about the trial and incarceration of youth
as adults.

2012

SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE

SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE

Eliminated school fees
for required activities
and required schools
to waive fees based
on financial hardship
for optional activities.

Released report documenting the scope of racial disparities in school
suspensions in VA.

Entered into agreement with Henrico
County Schools
focused on alleviating
racial disciplinary
disparities in middle
schools.

SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
Required that public school systems
publish suspension and
expulsion data broken
down by race, ethnicity,
gender, and disability.

■■ LEGISLATION ■■ BUDGET
■■ ADMIN
ADVOCACY
■■ IMPACT CASE

■■ PUBLICATION

Rolled back zero
tolerance laws
and reduced
criminalization of
minor school-based
misconduct.

JUVENILE JUSTICE

SCHOOL SAFETY

Stopped the abrupt
transfer of hundreds of
youth among correctional facilities, preventing
disruption of their
education, therapy, and
positive relationships.

Defined bullying in a
way that students can
understand and that
distinguishes it from
ordinary peer conflict.

TRUANCY
Prevented massive
increase in juvenile court
referrals for absences
due to out-of-school
suspension.

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

ACHIEVEMENT
GAPS

Required schools to
train instructional aides
who primarily work with
students with autism in
behavioral management.

Improved VA’s application
for No Child Left Behind
waivers, preventing VA
from locking in existing
achievement gaps among
at-risk populations for
years to come.
JUVENILE JUSTICE

ACTIVITY KEY

2014

SCHOOL
FUNDING

SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
Published report
finding that over
90,500 students
were suspended or
expelled from VA
schools in 2011.

2013

Prevented expansion of
sex offender registration
and youth transfer laws.

SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
Gave schools more
discretion to handle
discipline in drug cases.
SCHOOL
DISCIPLINE
Added $1,000,000 per
year to State budget for
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports.

SCHOOL FUNDING

JUVENILE JUSTICE

Passed a legislative
study of the adequacy/
equity of school funding.

Provided technical assistance and community
input to Charlottesville
City’s report on racial
disparities in the local
juvenile justice system.

JUVENILE JUSTICE
Won overhaul of DJJ
policies governing administrative segregation,
replacing them with a
focus on education and
therapeutic services.

SCHOOL SAFETY
Won federal civil rights
complaint challenging
the pervasive use of
restraint and seclusion
against students with
disabilities in two Prince
William County schools.

2015
JUVENILE JUSTICE
Sourced report showing
VA is #1 state in referring
students to law enforcement.
SCHOOL SAFETY
Required Board of
Education to regulate
seclusion and restraint
in public schools.
LANGUAGE ACCESS
Forced Richmond Public
Schools to give limited
English parents full access to the educational
process.
SCHOOL SAFETY
Prevented school security officers (not police)
from carrying mace,
tasers, and batons.
MENTAL HEALTH
Removed restrictions
that required court or
agency-involvement
before children could
access certain services.

