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Legal Aid Justice Center Seeks Juvenile Justice Organizer 
 
 

About the  
Legal Aid  
Justice Center 

The Legal Aid Justice Center (LAJC) is a nationally recognized, non-profit organization 
providing free civil legal assistance from four offices throughout Virginia. LAJC’s dynamic 
staff of more than 30 advocates pursue systemic legal advocacy for low-income Virginians 
using a wide array of strategies. Through legal representation, community organizing and 
education, collaboration, research, and legislative and policy advocacy, LAJC staff work both 
to eliminate the immediate symptoms and to address the underlying causes of poverty in 
Virginia. For more information, visit www.justice4all.org. 

  
About the  
JustChildren  
Program 

The JustChildren Program of LAJC is Virginia’s largest children’s law program. JustChildren’s 
team of ten attorneys and three organizers rely on a range of strategies to ensure the 
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable young people receive the services and supports they need 
to lead successful lives in their communities. The Program’s primary focuses are education 
and juvenile justice, but the work sometimes touches on other child-serving systems such as 
mental health and foster care. 

  
About the  
Position 

LAJC is seeking a full-time community organizer to join our JustChildren team in Richmond, 
Virginia. Among other things, the organizer will work to mobilize people to take action as 
part of our RISE (Reinvest in Supportive Environments) for Youth Campaign, JustChildren’s 
nonpartisan campaign to end youth imprisonment, seek community-based alternatives to 
incarceration, and dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline. In collaboration with our partner 
organization, ART 180, the organizer will develop, recruit for, and support young people 
participating in our Youth for RISE Advocacy Network.  The Youth for RISE Advocacy Network 
is for youth and young adults ages 13-24 in the Richmond metro area who have personally 
experienced the juvenile justice system or who are interested in improving the juvenile 
justice system and dismantling the school to prison pipeline.  The organizer will also recruit 
hundreds of new volunteers for the RISE Campaign, while building a core group of 10-20 
volunteer leaders. The organizer will work as part of our juvenile justice reform campaign 
team, working with a campaign manager to build broad grassroots support for juvenile 
justice reform at the state level.  
 
Responsibilities will include: 

 Identifying Supporters: Through petitioning, attending community events, and other 
methods of outreach, the organizer will identify community members who are 
motivated by issues of youth justice; 

 Involving Community Members: The organizer will work to mobilize people to attend 
community events and actions; 

 Developing, Managing and Evaluating Issue Campaigns:  The organizer will collaborate 
with community members to plan events and actions, implement and ultimately 
evaluate campaigns.  Examples of tactics are testimonies at government meetings, 
letter-writing events, petitions, lobby days, educational workshops, and more; 

 Community Education: The organizer will educate community members about the 
juvenile justice system, its impacts on youth, and alternatives to incarceration 
(training will be provided); 



 
 

 Developing Leaders:  The organizer will work with potential leaders to build their skills 
and understanding so that that they can continue organizing their community after 
the project is over. The organizer will build the capacity of these leaders to recruit 
volunteers, train people to write letters and do petitioning, be the voice for juvenile 
justice reform and develop other advocacy skills; 

 Record Keeping:  The organizer will keep thorough records about the supporters s/he 
identifies, the leaders s/he develops, the actions s/he plans and executes, and other 
information that could be useful for evaluating our progress and planning future 
organizing efforts; and 

 Other duties as needed. 
   
Required  
Qualifications 

• Demonstrated concern for the needs and rights of low-income children 
• Experience working in low-wealth communities 
• Ability to work effectively both independently and collaboratively 
• Strong communication and motivational skills 
• Willingness to work a flexible schedule that will include evening and weekend events 
• Because our work can be stressful, we think our workplace should not be—so a healthy 

sense of humor is essential.  
  
Preferred  
Qualifications 

• Organizing experience, particularly youth organizing experience 
• Some college coursework 
• Comfort with technology, social media, and data analysis 
• Diverse economic, social, and/or cultural experiences, including juvenile justice system 

involvement 
  
Location Richmond, Virginia   
  
Salary Based on experience and competitive public interest salary scale 
  
Benefits • Generous leave 

• Excellent family health insurance 
• 403(b) pension plan 

  
Application  
Instructions 

Email a cover letter, resume, and three references to Mary Bauer, Executive Director, at 
hiring@justice4all.org. The cover letter should highlight any specialized skills, such as 
language fluency or technology skills. 
 
The positions will be open until filled, but applications will start being reviewed on February 
17, 2017.  Questions?  Contact Valerie Slater, Attorney, at valerie@justice4all.org or 804-
521-7318. 
 
The Legal Aid Justice Center is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  For more information, please 
visit us online at www.justice4all.org. 
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