
 
 

HB 1061 would require consideration of alternatives before  
a student is expelled or referred to law enforcement 

 

FACT: Expulsion means prohibiting a student from attending a school in the division for at least 365 calendar 
days. It is the most serious punishment a school division can issue. 

FACT: Research shows that expulsion harms students, putting them at an increased risk of academic failure, 
dropping out, mental health issues, substance abuse, and engaging in delinquent and criminal activity. 
Research also shows that high rates of expulsion harm school safety and climate. 

FACT: Virginia is #1 in the nation for the rate of school-based referrals of students to law enforcement. The 
Commonwealth’s rate is three times the national average. 

FACT: Research shows that youth who experience involuntary contact with law enforcement are more likely 
to engage in delinquent activity and have a diminished sense of the legitimacy of law enforcement. 
Research also shows that a first-time arrest doubles the odds that a student will drop out of high 
school, and a first-time court appearance quadruples the odds. 

FACT: HB1061 will not limit the discretion of school divisions. They will still have discretion to expel students 
and refer them to law enforcement when necessary. 

FACT: HB1061 will not require the creation of alternatives in school divisions. 

FACT: Research shows that developmentally appropriate alternatives to harsh discipline – such as restorative 
justice – can improve school safety and climate. 

 

         
 

Vote “YES” on HB 1061 
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SUPPORT HB 1061 (BAGBY) 

Co-Patrons: Hester, Lindsey, McClellan, McQuinn, Price, Simon 


