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 Support HB1061 Support HB1132 Support HB1134 
Who Bagby, Hester, Lindsay, McClellan, 

McQuinn, Price, Simon 
 House: LaRock, Aird, Anderson, Bagby, 

Collins, W.J. Howell, Jones, McClellan 
 Senate: Favola, Sturtevant 

LaRock, Aird, McClellan 

What Permits elementary and secondary school 
students to be expelled or referred to 
law-enforcement for sufficient cause but 
only after alternatives have been 
considered 

Eliminates requirement that school principals 
immediately report misdemeanors and non-
criminal acts to law enforcement; retains 
requirement that felonies be immediately 
reported 

Provides that any primary or secondary school 
student cannot be guilty of disorderly conduct if it 
occurred during school hours or on a school bus 
and the student is enrolled in the school where 
the conduct occurred 

Why  Virginia ranks #1 in the nation for the 
rate of school-based referrals of 
students to law enforcement 

 Excessive expulsions and referrals to 
law enforcement hurt students and 
school safety and climate 

 Alternatives to harsh discipline, such as 
restorative justice and counseling, are 
more effective in improving school 
safety and climate 

 School divisions will still have discretion 
to expel and refer when appropriate 

 The bill does not conflict with other 
laws – it excludes expulsions for guns 
and offenses that must be reported to 
law enforcement 

 Virginia ranks #1 in the nation for the rate 
of school-based referrals of students to law 
enforcement 

 Involuntary, negative contact with law 
enforcement increases a student’s risk of 
delinquency and diminishes their sense of 
the legitimacy of law enforcement 

 Unnecessary referrals are a burden on 
school staff and law enforcement officers 

 Schools will still have discretion to refer 
when appropriate, and law enforcement 
will still have discretion to respond 

 The bill will align Virginia more closely with 
national recommendations 

 Disorderly conduct constitutes a large 
percentage of juvenile court referrals – more 
than a quarter of all delinquency complaints – in 
some jurisdictions 

 Court-involvement may have devastating 
consequences for youth, including 
stigmatization, missed class time, financial 
hardships from court costs, reduced 
employment prospects, and an increased 
likelihood of dropping out of school; and 
consequently, negative effects on our economy 

 Courts are over-burdened by school-based 
complaints for disorderly conduct 

 Schools will still have the discretion to suspend 
students and use other more productive 
consequences for disorderly conduct when 
appropriate 

 Complaints may still be filed for more serious, 
related conduct, such as assault 
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