
 
 
 Over-Policing: Virginia leads the nation in the rate of school-based referrals of students to law enforcement. Its rate is 

three times the national average. There are no statewide training requirements for school resource officers (SROs). 

 
 Excessive Suspensions: Virginia public schools issue over 125,000 suspensions to over 70,000 students, including nearly 

16,000 suspensions to students in pre-kindergarten through third grade. Half of all out-of-school suspensions are for 
subjective, relatively minor offenses: attendance, cell phones, disruption, defiance/insubordination, or disrespect. 

 
 Huge Disparities: African American students are 23% of the total student population, but are 53% of suspended 

students and 40% of students referred to law enforcement. Students with disabilities are 12% of the total student 
population, but are 25% of suspended students and 28% of students referred to law enforcement. 

 

But momentum is building. Reform is on the horizon. 
 

HB1213 Albo Allows minors prosecuted for disorderly conduct in school to present educational 
plans and behavioral assessments, under seal by the court, as evidence that the 
minor did not act willfully 

HB1200 Collins Prohibits students with individualized education programs (IEPs) from being found 
guilty of battery against a school employee if the offense occurred on school 
property or a school bus or at a school-sponsored activity 

HB1132 LaRock Eliminates requirement that school principals report numerous misdemeanors and 
non-crimes to law enforcement 

HB1134 LaRock Eliminates “disorderly conduct” as a possible delinquency or criminal charge for 
primary and secondary school students if the conduct occurred on school property 
or a school bus or at a school-sponsored activity 

HB487 McClellan Eliminates requirement that School Resource Officers (SROs) “enforce school board 
rules and codes of student conduct,” to avoid compelling SROs to intervene in 
disciplinary issues 

HB488 McClellan Eliminates secure placement (e.g., detention) as an option for children who violate a 
court order or probation agreement to attend school 

SB458 McEachin 
McClellan 

Prohibits out-of-school suspensions unless all feasible alternatives to suspension 
have been considered 

HB1061 Bagby Prohibits expulsion and referrals to law enforcement unless all feasible alternatives 
to expulsion and referrals have been considered 

HB486 McClellan Eliminates requirement that Commonwealth’s Attorneys prosecute all truancy cases 

SB587 Sturtevant  Same as HB486 

 

Please support these bills! 
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