
It’s no secret that we at the Legal Aid Justice Center are
proud of our staff of talented, dedicated, and nationally-
recognized advocates who successfully lead the charge
against the injustices of poverty. What may be less known
is the tremendous personal sacrifice many of them make in
order to pursue this important work in the public interest.
Due to sky-rocketing tuition rates, today a typical entry-level
legal aid lawyer carries law school loans approaching
$100,000. And until very recently, they did so in exchange
for a salary of just over $30,000—lagging even comparable
nonprofit organizations.

Legal Aid Justice Center has therefore been working on a
plan to bring our salaries into parity with other public
interest lawyers. In June 2007 we raised the attorney starting
salary to $35,000 and provided a moderate increase to
attorneys with fewer than five years of experience. But
these improvements didn’t go far enough for many 
hard-working employees, so we continue to look for ways
to improve the lives of our advocates while they work to
improve the lives of their clients.

This spring the Virginia General Assembly passed a law
that will help us make progress toward achieving our goal.
Funded by a $5.00 increase in the court filing fee, Senate
Bill 248, which goes into effect July 1, provides increased
funding to Virginia’s legal aid programs that is earmarked
for increasing attorney salaries.

The funding boost is desperately needed. The Legal
Services Corporation of Virginia (LSCV), which distributes
state funding to Virginia’s legal aids, recently conducted a
survey revealing that public interest lawyers increasingly
experience their own financial hardships. Among the
worst: Many cannot afford to purchase a home or save for

their children’s education; almost 20% work a second job
to make ends meet; many borrow from family members
(several have even moved back in with parents); 
educational and other debt burdens cause serious health
problems; and a number ultimately conclude that they
must take better-paying jobs despite their desire to work
for the public interest.

While Senate Bill 248 will not provide all the funds to 
meet our need, it will help us progress toward matching
public defender’s salaries. In addition, LSCV is launching a
statewide, tax-free loan repayment assistance plan to 
help attorneys with law school debt.

“We owe tremendous thanks to LSCV executive director
Mark Braley, who led the charge in the legislature,” said
Alex Gulotta, executive director of the Legal Aid Justice
Center. “We are also very grateful to the many supporters
who responded to our request for e-mails and calls to the
legislature. It helped to open a lot of doors.”
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It has been a very busy spring at the Legal Aid Justice Center.
Our staff has been working to improve the lives of low-income
Virginians by lobbying in the General Assembly, conducting
community education trainings across the state, and, of
course, representing individuals whose need for legal advice
and counsel would not otherwise be met. 

The staff of the Civil Advocacy Program is faced with a rising
demand for services as the housing crisis deepens and as the
costs for essentials like food and medicine rise. In the face of
this and other challenges, our advocates continue to find 
creative solutions to the problems our clients face. As you will
read, our Richmond staff is dedicated to resolving a public
housing crisis, and our Petersburg office has added two new
attorneys to address changing and growing community needs.

Our JustChildren and Immigrant Advocacy Programs celebrate
10 years of outstanding service to their clients in 2008. Under
the leadership of Andy Block and Tim Freilich, respectively,
these programs are flourishing and winning both state and
national recognition. I am excited to see what the next 10
years will bring to these programs and to the entirety of 
Legal Aid’s service.
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While the foreclosure crisis threatens
homes across America, an entirely
different crisis threatens the homes
of many of Richmond’s poorest
families. Richmond Redevelopment
and Housing Authority (RRHA) plans
to demolish and sell off portions of
the city’s public housing stock.
There is no indication, however, that
RRHA plans to create a sufficient
number of replacement units to
address the city’s continuing (and
growing) need for housing for
Richmond’s poorest families. Legal
Aid Justice Center’s Richmond office
has been putting forth effort to
address this problem, on multiple
fronts.

Organizing

Legal Aid Justice Center has been
working to engage, educate and
mobilize Gilpin Court and other
public housing communities. Gilpin
Court is slated for redevelopment.
Alongside staff organizer Andrew
Schoeneman, a group of public
housing residents has gone door-to-
door and is hosting meetings at a
community center in Gilpin Court to
answer questions and get residents
involved. In recent years, RRHA has
not substantially involved residents
in redevelopment planning.
Residents must have a seat at 
the table in any decisions that
affect the future of public 
housing. 

Lobbying

Legal Aid Justice Center clients also brought their
concerns to Washington, DC, during National Low-
Income Housing Coalition’s Lobby Day in late
February. Clients spoke with aides to Senators John
Warner and Jim Webb and to Representative Bobby
Scott about various low-income housing issues
(including RRHA’s redevelopment efforts), and 
advocated for legislation to improve low-income
housing. Likewise, Legal Aid Justice Center has been
educating local officials on the critical housing needs
of Richmond’s poorest families and encouraging
them to develop policies that prioritize preservation
and creation of low-income rental housing. 

Public Education 

Legal Aid Justice Center recently published an op-ed
in the Richmond Times-Dispatch entitled “An Unnatural
Disaster,” which explained the potential catastrophe
posed by any further loss of public housing. The piece
also called upon RRHA to commit to an open 
and transparent redevelopment process, and to 
one-for-one replacement of public housing units lost
to redevelopment. A similar piece was also placed in
the Richmond Free Press.

Legal Challenges

Legal Aid Justice Center has reached out to residents
of Dove Court and the Small/Used House Program
(the first two sets of public housing units slated for
redevelopment) to advise them of their legal rights
and to encourage them to contact us if they receive
notices from RRHA. Potential legal challenges to
RRHA’s redevelopment efforts will also be evaluated. 

RICHMOND HOUSING CRISIS

Legal Aid Justice

Center’s Richmond

office has been putting
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to address the growing

need for housing 

for Richmond’s 

poorest families.



Service to elderly clients has always been a part of the Legal
Aid Justice Center’s mission, but in 2003 it became an even
bigger focus. Staff attorney Claire Curry joined forces with
other Charlottesville advocates who recognized the need
for an effective voice for the elderly and those concerned
with their care. They formed the Community Partnership
for Improved Long-Term Care. In the past five years, the
Partnership has grown from five people to a large and
effective group of more than
two dozen who meet monthly
to share concerns, develop
strategies, and plan ways to
improve the living conditions of
the elderly in our community
who need assistance in their
daily lives. 

After managing the Partnership
and her representation of
clients for nearly five years on
her own, in July 2007 Claire
got the good news that as a
result of generous local 
donations, the Legal Aid Justice
Center would double the size
of its staff devoted to serving
elderly clients. With 
experienced attorney Kathleen Caldwell working with Claire,
the multi-faceted project that has come to be known as the
Elder Law Initiative has, in the past year, racked up a
remarkable list of achievements: 

• Since July 2007, the Elder Law Initiative has closed 98
cases, with representation resulting in clients winning
one-time payments of $670 and annualized monthly 
payments of $54,720, while avoiding one-time costs of
$30,750 and annualized costs of $54,780. That’s a total
of $140,920 in benefits to our clients! In addition to the
closed cases, they have also opened another 40 new
cases for elderly clients.

• The Elder Law Initiative now has a web presence on 
the Legal Aid Justice Center website, found at 

www.justice4all.org/our_programs/cap/elderlaw. 
The page introduces the public to the work of the
Initiative and keeps the Partnership and others informed
about upcoming activities. There are also elder law links
available under the Civil Advocacy Program site at
www.justice4all.org/our_programs/cap/links.

• Since the fall of 2007, Kathleen Caldwell has supervised
the Advocacy Clinic for the Elderly that Claire founded

in conjunction with the
University of Virginia School 
of Law. Law students had 
the opportunity to participate
in case work obtaining or 
preserving Medicaid benefits
for multiple clients, as well 
as preparing simple wills,
durable powers of attorney,
and advance medical directives.
In addition to shadowing 
geriatricians as in previous
years, this year the students
have had the opportunity to
shadow an adult protective
services worker. The students
also produced an informative

and entertaining PowerPoint presentation on wills, 
powers of attorney, and advance medical directives 
that they presented to more than 70 attendees at three
separate senior sites.

• Claire received a third year of funding from the UVa
Institute on Aging for an ongoing study of abuse and 
neglect in Albemarle County. The grant paid for research
assistance from a law student, who broadened the
research base from nursing homes to instances of neglect
reported in private homes. In October 2007, Claire and
her colleague Dr. Jonathan Evans from the University of
Virginia School of Medicine presented the results of the
research at the AARP National Aging and Law Conference
in Northern Virginia. 
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LEGAL AID’S ELDER LAW INITIATIVE COMES OF AGE

Members of the Trinity Family Council (left to right): Ida Reid;
Vivian Berkley, President; and Dodie Lewis attended a luncheon
to support Trinity staff who were honored for their pressure ulcer
prevention work.



The Partnership Honored by Virginia Commonwealth Council on Aging

This year the Partnership for Improved Long-Term Care has been making things
happen all around Charlottesville. In addition to updating its consumer resource
guide for selecting a nursing home and providing ongoing technical assistance to
family councils in two local nursing homes, the Partnership has increased public
awareness through media coverage and public presentations. Most recently, the
Partnership co-hosted an event at the 2008 Virginia Festival of the Book featuring
journalist Steven Kiernan, author of Last Rights: Rescuing the End of Life from the

Medical System. It also held a local information session
for 40 people about nursing home selection; hosted 80
participants at a presentation on quality dementia
care by a distinguished expert from the national
office of the Alzheimer’s Association; and 
co-sponsored the First Annual Geriatric Long-Term Care
Conference in February 2008, where Claire Curry was a
presenter in two sessions. 

This year was also the culmination of an extended effort to publicize the need to
prevent pressure ulcers (bed sores) among residents in nursing homes. Pressure
ulcers are a focal point in elder care because they are one of the most dangerous
conditions to persons with limited mobility—as well as one of the most preventable.
For that reason, they are considered a “canary in the coal mine” within long-term
care settings. When patients develop pressure ulcers, it indicates a lack of a basic
level of care.

Starting in 2006, the Partnership brought together a variety of stakeholders with
different perspectives on this issue—including staff from long-term care facilities,
gerontologists, family members, and those with oversight in facilities—to form a
Pressure Ulcer Prevention (PUP) workgroup. The participants collaborated on a set
of educational materials that raises the profile of this issue within facilities, creates
reminders for staff, and builds a sense of teamwork around this issue. The PUP
workgroup participants were honored at a luncheon during the Gerontology
Conference in February 2008. 

With this busy and productive year behind it, the Elder Law Initiative is not 
content to rest on its laurels. It is in the initial stages of developing a project
designed to improve working conditions in nursing homes as one way to 
ensure the continuity of care that is so crucial for the health of elderly residents
in long-term care here in Central Virginia. For all of its important work to improve
long-term care, the Partnership was awarded with the 2008 Best Practices Award 
in the Long-Term Care category by the Virginia Commonwealth Council on Aging.
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PLANNING YOUR

CHARITABLE

GIVING CREATES

TAX-PLANNING

OPPORTUNITIES

Most Americans have just finished

filing their taxes and in the

process received an annual tax

“snapshot.” Believe it or not, now

is a good time to assess ways to

make the process less painful next

year—and tax planning may help.

If you make charitable donations

to the Legal Aid Justice Center

and other non-profits, a variety 

of planned giving options are

available that could help brighten

your tax picture for next year.

Giving methods that range from

the simple, such as donating

stocks that have appreciated, 

to the sophisticated, such as

establishing a charitable trust, 

can provide tax savings while

accomplishing your charitable

goals in new ways. To learn more

about the benefits of planned 

giving, please call Katie Kellett 

at (434) 977-0553, extension 107.
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IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY PROGRAM CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF

HELPING VIRGINIA’S IMMIGRANT WORKERS FIND JUSTICE

Launched by Mary Bauer in 1998 as the Virginia Justice
Center for Farm and Immigrant Workers, the Immigrant
Advocacy Program continues to stand firmly with
Virginia’s immigrant workers, fighting to protect the
wages, working conditions, and basic dignity of those
who perform the lowest-paid, most dangerous jobs in
the Commonwealth.

“On my first day of work in 1999, we flew to Mexico to
hand-deliver checks to a group of Mary’s clients who
had successfully sued their employer,” IAP Legal Director
Tim Freilich recalls. “These were courageous women
who had been brought to Virginia on work visas the 
previous season to pick crabs and pack seafood, only to
find themselves trapped by the terms of their visas in
jobs where they were both underpaid and abused. All
they wanted was to be paid properly for their work.” 

It didn’t take long for IAP’s cases to attract attention. Early
success on behalf of migrant farm workers and seafood
workers angered powerful industry groups. Within three
years, anti-immigrant members of the General Assembly
killed the IAP’s state funding. An article about the IAP
appeared under the headline “Plowed Under.”

But other headlines were making it clear that the IAP—far
from being “plowed under”—was instead growing bigger
and stronger thanks to private donor support. In 2000,
the IAP uncovered horrendous housing conditions,
prompting the front page of the Richmond Times-Dispatch
to ask “Who’s to Blame?” The Roanoke Times soon
answered: “Migrant workers win housing lawsuit…more
than $155,000…against owners of the Osborne Motel.”

Litigator Jim Knoepp joined the IAP team, and the headlines
kept coming. From the New York Times: “Migrants Plant
Pine Trees but often Pocket Peanuts,” and “Underside of
Christmas Greenery: Poor Wages.” From the mountains 
of Southwest Virginia, across Southside to the Tidewater 

region, the IAP’s attorneys and paralegals visited countless
labor camps to educate immigrant workers about their rights.

Then the calls from Northern Virginia began: “I worked
for a month and my boss didn’t pay me anything!” or
“Two weeks of work, and he gave us all bad checks!” For
many day laborers, there was no place to turn for help.
The IAP established an office in Falls Church in
September 2001. Word spread quickly throughout the
immigrant communities of Northern Virginia about the
bilingual attorneys who could help them get the money
they had earned.

Hundreds of IAP’s hardworking clients have now won
judgments and settlements representing more than 
$2 million in unpaid wages. And 10 years after the program
began in Charlottesville, IAP’s staff of eight including 
attorneys, organizers, educators, and a legal assistant
continue working to make sure that in Virginia, “Justice 
for All” means justice for everyone.

Fellowships & Awards won by Immigrant
Advocacy Program attorneys:

2006 Dan Choi
Equal Justice Works Fellowship

2006 Erin Trodden
Skadden Fellowship

2001 Mary Bauer
Virginia State Bar
Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year

1999 Tim Freilich
Skadden Fellowship

1998 Jim Knoepp
Skadden Fellowship
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On January 22, 2008, the Legal Aid Justice Center’s
Immigrant Advocacy Program joined other immigrant
support groups in Northern Virginia to co-sponsor a
Raid Response training for community organizers, staff
of civil and immigrant rights organizations, clergy,
advocates, and others who work with the immigrant
community, including potential targets of workplace
raids and their families. Over 100 people attended the
training held at the Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center in Falls
Church. Community Organizer Edgar Aranda-Yanoc and
Legal Director Tim Freilich took part in the presentations
at the training.

The focus of the training was to help those who work
with the immigrant community to provide the best 
possible advice in the event of a workplace inspection
by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents. 

Handbooks in English and
Spanish were handed out to
participants and are available
for download from the Legal
Aid Justice Center website,
www.justice4all.org. In 
addition to the Immigrant
Advocacy Program, the event 
was co-sponsored by the
National Capital Immigrant
Coalition, Hogar Hispano,
Carecen, Tenants and Workers
United, Immigration and
Human Rights Law Group
PLLC, League of United Latin
American Citizens–VA, Just Neighbors, Virginia
Organizing Project, and El Pueblo Unido. 

IMMIGRANT ADVOCACY PROGRAM HOLDS RAID RESPONSE

WORKSHOP

7

Workplace Raid Response attendees.

Imam Johari Abdul-Malkik welcomes 
attendees of the training.

Tim Freilich, legal director of the
Immigrant Advocacy Program.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JUSTCHILDREN!

In 1997, Executive Director Alex Gulotta met with a
young attorney who had recently moved to
Charlottesville from the Seattle area, where he worked in
the Public Defender’s office on juvenile justice issues.
The attorney was Andrew K. Block, Jr., a Yale graduate
with a law degree from Northwestern University—and he
made an offer that Alex could not refuse. Andy wanted to

apply for a Soros Justice
Fellowship from the Open
Society Institute to start a
juvenile justice program in
Virginia, and he needed a
sponsoring organization.
After crafting a compelling
work plan and application,
Andy Block won the 
two-year fellowship. 
And in 1998 he started to
develop the program that
his wife Kelli named
“JustChildren.” The rest, 
as they say, is history. 

The JustChildren Program
is now 12 staff members
in three locations in
Virginia, the largest child
advocacy program in 
the state. Staff members
in the program have
received numerous 

fellowships and honors, the most recent being the award
of a Powell Fellowship to former JustChildren law clerk
and University of Virginia School of Law alumna Amy
Woolard to work in the Richmond office of the
JustChildren team. 

JustChildren is respected throughout the state for 
its innovation, professionalism, and pursuit of its 
mission to expand opportunities for Virginia’s most 
vulnerable children. Over the past decade, JustChildren’s 
accomplishments include the following:

• Won a commitment from the State Board of Education
to make Virginia one of the first states to include 
graduation rates as a factor in school accreditation,
supporting schools that work to retain students and
raising awareness of the need to promote (and fund)
student retention

• Educated social workers and foster-care providers
about the most effective ways to promote education
opportunities for children in their care, and helped
inform policy makers of the need to promote educational
stability for this vulnerable group of children

• Organized a core group of parent advocates in several
low-income communities, providing them with tools and
information to improve the educational opportunities for
at-risk children

• Received funds from the Legal Services Corporation of
Virginia to become the statewide support center for
legal aid programs throughout the Commonwealth in
the area of child advocacy law, training attorneys,
managing an education-law task force and listserv, 
and leading policy reform for low-income students

• Selected as one of only eight child advocacy 
organizations to participate in the National Children’s
Law Network, which prompted the Youth Law Center
to fund resources to assist children in the Richmond
area who are involved in the juvenile justice system

• Became a part of the National Campaign for Youth
Justice, which funds a full-time attorney working with
JustChildren who is exploring ways to reduce the number
of juveniles transferred to the adult correctional system

• Published and updated its widely distributed handbook
Helping You Help Your Child for parents and service
providers

• Worked with the American Bar Association to publish 
a report that details the Virginia juvenile justice 
system’s shortcomings
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• Partnered with UVa’s School of Law to run the Child Advocacy
Clinic, which trains law students to work on many issues facing
children in Virginia

JustChildren also has played a key role in securing positive
statewide reforms, including:

• The 2008 General Assembly approval of almost $22 million in
funding that will likely allow thousands more at-risk four-year-
olds to receive preschool services—one of the most proven 
educational interventions

• The 2007 legislation making automatic transfers of juveniles 
to Circuit Court less frequent, thereby reducing the number 
of children tried, convicted, and confined as adults

• 2007 funding to improve educational opportunities for 
children in foster care

• The 2006 state budget amendment that increased per-pupil
funding for the Virginia Pre-School Initiative

• The 2006 Board of Education requirement that children leaving
Juvenile Correctional and Detention Centers be immediately
enrolled in school

• The 2005-06 legislation requiring children to have access to
legal counsel at their initial detention hearing in juvenile 
delinquency proceedings

• The 2005 legislation to ensure children leaving Juvenile
Correctional Centers receive appropriate mental health services

2008 Amy Woolard
Powell Fellowship

2007 Andy Block
Virginia State Bar 
Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year 

2007 Alison Crane
Stimson Fellowship from
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman, LLC

2006 Charisa Smith
Liman Fellowship

2005 Andy Block
American Bar Association
Child Advocacy Award

2004 Angela Ciolfi
Powell Fellowship

1997 Andy Block
Soros Justice Fellowship

9

Fellowships & Awards won by
JustChildren Program attorneys:
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Education

From fighting for pre-school and K-12
funding to fending off harmful bills,
the public education lobbying team at
JustChildren has been busy. This session,
we achieved a number of successes:

• Along with our partner Voices for
Virginia’s Children, we led a coalition
to expand funding for pre-school.
The General Assembly approved
almost $22 million in funding that will
likely allow thousands more at-risk
four-year-olds to receive pre-school
services—one of the most proven
educational interventions.

• Our team collaborated with educational
and municipal organizations to stave
off threats to public education 
funding that would have undermined
schools’ ability to serve at-risk students
and to attract and retain teachers
well into the future.

• Legislation was passed requiring
more accurate counting of high
school dropouts; this idea, which
originated with JustChildren staff, 
is one important element of our
campaign to increase graduation
rates across the Commonwealth.

• We urged the General Assembly 
to send a strong message to the
Department of Education that 
the erosion of parental rights in 
the proposed special education 
regulations is unacceptable.

Kudos to Andy Block and Angela
Ciolfi—and special recognition to MVP
Sarah Geddes, whose first session in
Richmond was a tour de force!

Immigration

The Immigrant
Advocacy Program
was equally active
this session. With
Congress’ failure to
pass comprehensive
immigration reform
on the federal level,
Virginia’s General
Assembly continued
to try to “fix” the
immigration issue
themselves again this
year.

Legislators from both
parties introduced
approximately 130
bills directly targeting
Virginia’s immigrants. Of the total,
only a dozen or so would have
improved the lives of immigrants. 

• The 120 anti-immigrant bills would
have created a 100-member strong
Division of Legal Presence within the
State Police, denied driver’s licenses
to all “non-citizens,” given police
freedom to engage in bias-based
policing and racial profiling, and
provided immunity from prosecution
for any state or local government
employee who trampled on someone’s
civil rights while trying to enforce
immigration law.

• The Legal Aid Justice Center’s
Immigrant Advocacy Program was
able to work with community 
leaders, advocates, members of the
diverse immigrant communities of
Virginia, and our numerous coalition 

partners to defeat more than 100
bills that would have negatively
affected our clients.

• Unfortunately, 14 anti-immigrant
bills passed. The most significant new
anti-immigrant legislation establishes 
a presumption against bail for 
undocumented immigrants charged
with certain crimes, along with a
requirement that jail and corrections
authorities check the immigration 
status of anyone taken into custody 
on a criminal charge. 

The year ahead will continue to 
be tough for Virginia’s immigrant 
communities. We need comprehensive
immigration reform on the federal
level. We will continue to work to 
persuade the General Assembly 
to avoid the temptation to drive
Virginia’s hardworking immigrants
even further underground.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPDATE

The Governor with Belinda Mickens and Ian, smiling over the passing of additional
pre-k funding.
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The Legal Aid Justice Center’s office in Petersburg is gearing
up for dramatic change in its service area.

For nearly half a century the tri-cities of Petersburg, Hopewell,
and Colonial Heights and the surrounding counties of Prince
George and Dinwiddie have sat in the growing shadows of
Richmond and Chesterfield counties to the north. Because 
of recent monumental developments however, this area is
experiencing a significant rise in prominence.

Described as “tsunami-like” by Petersburg City Manager
David Canada, expansion and growth in the region are
about to transform one of the poorest communities in the
Commonwealth. There are several factors contributing to
these changes. 

The first is a migration from Richmond south, due in part
to the saturation of the Richmond housing market. While
the population within the inner city of Richmond has
declined over the last few decades, the population of 
the surrounding counties in the metropolitan area has 
skyrocketed. This has led to an increase in housing costs 
and commuting times for those people who live farther
from the city. The tri-cities area with its lower cost of living
and abundant housing stock has finally begun to attract
new residents and development.

Second is the expansion of Fort Lee, the United States 
military base that sits between Petersburg and Hopewell 
in Prince George County. While military base closings 
have hurt other communities in the Commonwealth, base
consolidations are expected to result in a doubling of Fort
Lee in the next five years, bringing 1,800 new households
to the area. Already there are millions of dollars in 
development for the expanded base and the possibility 
of hundreds of new jobs.

Third is the establishment of new industries. Rolls Royce,
for instance, announced last December that they will build
a $170 million jet engine plant in Prince George County to
employ 100 people by 2009. The announcement alone
encouraged several other associated companies to move to
the area. The Rolls Royce facility is expected to generate
investments of $400 million more and 700 additional jobs.

A similar event happened in 1998 when Chaparral Steel
built a scrap iron recycling plant in Petersburg and
Dinwiddie, sparking related businesses to set up shop. 

Today more than half a billion dollars in new housing and
industry construction projects are underway in the area
due to the expected increases in population and jobs. 
They range from the conversion of old warehouses into
apartments and lofts, to the new $100 million Southside
Regional Medical Center.

Contributing to these events is a renewed effort by the five
local governments to work together and tackle problems
on a regional basis. While only in its beginning stages, this
initiative may end many years of inefficient unilateral
efforts and competition between localities.

Our Petersburg office is growing along with the region.
Starting with two attorneys and an administrative assistant
in 2001, by this summer the office will house five attorneys,
an administrative assistant, a part-time community organizer,
and two paid summer law student interns. As the office
grows, it is better able to meet the challenges of its 
service area.

While the news for the region is generally good, we 
recognize that development may also bring new hardships
for low-income residents of the area and new divisions
among its people. Not everyone will benefit from new
jobs, and the increase in population will put pressure 
on struggling school systems and raise the cost of living. 
The Legal Aid Justice Center looks forward to addressing
both the triumphs and the challenges of these new 
developments.

PETERSBURG OFFICE GROWS ALONG WITH REGION



I WANT TO HELP THE LEGAL AID JUSTICE CENTER
ENSURE JUSTICE FOR ALL IN VIRGINIA.

Our financial statement is available from us or the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Consumer Affairs.

YES!
CONTACT INFORMATION*

Please list your name as you wish to be acknowledged. 

*We respect the privacy of your personal information.

Name___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________

State________________________________ Zip________________

Telephone_______________________________________________

Email____________________________________________________

9 Please do not acknowledge me publicly; this is an 

anonymous donation.

ENCLOSED IS MY TAX–DEDUCTIBLE DONATION OF

9 $50 9 $250 9 $1,000 9 $5,000

9 $100 9 $500 9 $2,500 9 Other $_____________

IN THE FORM OF

9 Check (payable to the Legal Aid Justice Center)

9 Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, or Discover)

Please include billing address at left.

Credit Card #______________________________________

Expiration Date____________________________________

Signature_________________________________________

Date_____________________________________________

DESIGNATION

9 Undesignated—Please use my gift where the need is
greatest.

9 Civil Advocacy Program (consumer protection, employment,
homelessness prevention, elder law, etc.)

9 Immigrant Advocacy Program

9 JustChildren

9 Other_____________________________________________

Legal Aid Justice Center
1000 Preston Ave., Suite A
Charlottesville, VA 22903
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Support Legal Aid
& the economy:

Donate your economic
stimulus check to 

the Legal Aid 
Justice Center


