
la vocede stemdie stimmela vozla voix la voz Special Edition 
Summer 2009 

theVoiceN e w s  f r o m  

L e g a L  a i d  J u s t i c e  c e N t e r

LegaL aid Justice ceNter 
1000 Preston Ave., Suite A 
Charlottesville, VA  22903

Tim Freilich, legal director of the Immigrant Advocacy 
Program, and Andy Block, legal director of the 
JustChildren program, recently received prestigious 

awards for their work on behalf of low-income Virginians. 

At its annual convention on June 20, the American Constitution 
Society for Law and Policy presented its 2009 David Carliner 
Public Interest Award and an associated $10,000 cash prize to 
Tim for his outstanding work on behalf of low-wage immigrant 
workers. Tim is the first recipient of this award.

The award recognizes outstanding mid-career public interest 
lawyers whose work best exemplifies its namesake’s legacy of 
fearless, uncompromising and creative advocacy on behalf of 
marginalized people. The award was established in memory 
of David Carliner, one of the 20th century’s great public 
interest lawyers and a champion of justice both in his native 
Washington, D.C., and on the national stage.

When asked about the recognition, Tim said, “I’m honored to 
accept this award on behalf of my clients—the hard-working 
immigrants who make Virginia such a wonderful place for 
all of us—and on behalf of my colleagues in the legal aid 
community.”

Just one month later, Andy received the Virginia Bar 
Association’s Robert E. Shepherd Jr. Award for excellence in 
advocacy for children. Andy was the first recipient of the 
award, which the VBA presented at its 119th Summer Meeting 
at The Homestead on July 24.

Before his death in December 2008, Robert Shepherd was 
known as one of the commonwealth’s most accomplished 
juvenile advocates. He was a longtime chair of the VBA 

LegaL aid Justice center advocates  
Win nationaL and state aWards

Commission on the Needs of 
Children and leader of the VBA’s 
work in creating standards for 
guardians ad litem in Virginia 
courts. He was a professor 
emeritus at the University of 
Richmond School of Law and 
an acknowledged expert on 
legal issues affecting children 
and families. Shepherd was also 
a founder and board member 
of the school’s National Center 
for Family Law and headed the 
American Bar Association’s Juvenile 
Justice Committee. The first person 
inducted into the Virginia Juvenile 
Court Hall of Fame, Shepherd 
was also awarded the American 
Bar Association’s Livingston Hall 
Juvenile Justice Award for his 
contributions to children’s  
legal rights. 

Shepherd played a key role 
in helping Andy secure the initial fellowship that started 
JustChildren more than 11 years ago, and served as a friend, 
mentor and advisor to him in the intervening years. It was 
therefore particularly meaningful to Andy that he received the 
first award given in Shepherd’s honor. “I am truly honored to 
receive an award named for a real hero for children in Virginia 
and across the country,”  
Andy said.
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In 1997, Executive Director Alex gulotta met with a young 
attorney who had recently moved to Charlottesville from 
Seattle, where he worked in the public defender’s office on 

juvenile justice issues. The attorney was Andy Block—a yale 
grad with a law degree from Northwestern University—and he 
made an offer that Alex could not refuse. Andy wanted to 
apply for a Soros Justice Fellowship from the open Society 
Institute to start a comprehensive children’s advocacy project 
in Virginia, and he needed a sponsoring organization. After 
crafting a compelling work plan, Andy Block won the 
competitive two-year fellowship, and in 1998 started to 
develop the program that his wife, Kelli, named “JustChildren.” 

In the ensuing 11 years, JustChildren has moved beyond its 
role as a local, Charlottesville-based program to become the 
statewide children’s law center for Virginia. With seven lawyers 
and three community organizers, not to mention dozens of 
law student interns and volunteers, spread across offices in 
Charlottesville, Richmond and Petersburg, JustChildren is the 
largest children’s law program in the commonwealth. In 
addition to helping hundreds of individual children and 
families each year, the JustChildren advocates organize local 
communities; train lawyers, parents and other advocates from 
all across the commonwealth; and lead and coordinate 
statewide and local reform efforts. Their reputation has grown 
beyond the borders of Virginia, and they attend, and speak at, 
conferences across the country. Under Andy’s leadership, 
JustChildren also has played a key role in securing positive 
statewide and local reforms. Some of those with the biggest 
impact include the following:

•	 	2009 legislation banning out-of-school suspensions for  
attendance violations;

•	 	2009 Board of Education decision to make Virginia one of  
the first states in the country to add graduation rate   
accountability to its school accreditation system;

•	 	2008 state budget amendments sufficient to increase access 
to preschool for up to 7,000 at-risk 4-year-olds in Virginia; 

•	 	2008 decisions by both Harrisonburg and Roanoke city 
public schools to cease seeking burdensome and onerous 
school fees from indigent families;

•	 	2007 Memorandum of Understanding with the Richmond 
Public Schools to dramatically overhaul and improve the 
school system’s treatment of children with behavioral and 
emotional challenges;

•	 	2006 regulations that require children leaving juvenile 
correctional and detention centers be immediately enrolled 
in school upon return to their communities;

•	 	2005 legislative package, and additional 2009 legislation, to 
improve educational opportunities for children in foster care;

•	 	2005 legislation ensuring that children leaving juvenile 
correctional centers receive timely and appropriate mental 
health services;

•	 	2005 and 2006 legislation requiring children to have access 
to counsel at their initial detention hearing in juvenile 
delinquency proceedings.

“Andy continues to do it all—represent kids in hard cases, work 
on systemic reform and grow the program,” said Alex. 

Liz Ryan, president and chief executive officer of the Campaign 
for youth Justice added, “His leadership and vision are 
recognized throughout the country, and we are so fortunate to 
have the opportunity to work with him.”

As a student volunteer with the Migrant Farmworker 
Project at the University of Virginia School of Law, Tim 
visited migrant workers in the nearby labor camps. on 

one his first visits, he met a young teenager sitting alone in the 
barracks while the rest of his crew was out picking apples. 
When Tim asked the boy where he was from, the boy started 
to cry at the thought of his hometown in Mexico. He 
explained that he had been traveling with an uncle who 
recently abandoned him, that there was no heat in the camp, 
and that the work conditions were very bad. Tim was hooked.

After graduating from the University of Virginia School of Law 
in 1999, Tim joined the Legal Aid Justice Center on a 
prestigious fellowship from the Skadden Fellowship 
Foundation. He started working in the Charlottesville office 
with the year-old Immigrant Advocacy Program, then known 
as the Virginia Justice Center for Farm and Immigrant Workers. 
In response to calls from day laborers who had been cheated 
out of their wages, in 2001 Tim relocated to Northern Virginia 
to establish a new branch office of the Legal Aid Justice Center 
to work with the growing immigrant communities in the 
Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C. Tim became 
legal director of the Immigrant Advocacy Program upon his 
return to Charlottesville in 2005. Since its founding in 1998 
and under Tim’s direction for the past several years, the Legal 
Aid Justice Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program has:

•  Worked on the local, state and federal levels to promote  
policies that recognize the contributions of Virginia’s   
immigrants;

•	 	Built a powerful statewide network that has been   
instrumental in the defeat of more than 100 anti-immigrant  
bills in the Virginia general Assembly;

•	 	Represented thousands of individuals in claims for unpaid  
wages, winning judgments and settlements totaling   
approximately $3 million;

•	 	Developed innovative strategies to help workers recover  
unpaid wages;

•	 	Worked for the passage of comprehensive immigration  
reform on the federal level;

•	 	Served as co-counsel in major class-action litigation on  
behalf of predominantly Mexican and guatemalan workers  

brought to the U.S. to plant trees under the H-2B work visa  
program. In addition to vindicating the individual rights of  
the workers, these cases seek to expose the abuses inherent  
in the H-2B work visa program.

Ten years after Tim joined the Legal Aid Justice Center, the 
Immigrant Advocacy Program staff has grown to include five 
attorneys, two community organizers, a paralegal, many 
volunteers and a law student intern. 

When asked to reflect on his time with Legal Aid, Tim 
mentioned the people: “Not only do I get to work with a 
wonderfully talented and committed group of co-workers, but 
the courageous individuals we represent are a source of 
constant inspiration. Hopefully our work will strengthen 
Virginia by making it a place where attacking immigrants to 
score political points is no longer considered to be a viable 
political strategy.”

“Tim shows us that achieving justice for those who are the 
most vulnerable in our society is a victory for all who live and 
work in America,” said Legal Aid Justice Center Executive 
Director Alex gulotta. 
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Tim Freilich and his fiancee, Leigh Sellers, at the American 

Constitution Society conference

tim freiLich—aWards and feLLoWshiPs

2009 American Constitution Society’s David Carliner   
 Public Interest Award

2005 University of Virginia’s Madison House Alumnus of  
 the year Award

2003 Community Partner of the year Award—Hispanic  
 Committee of Virginia

1999 Robert F. Kennedy Award for Public Service

1999 Skadden Fellowship 

andy BLock—aWards and feLLoWshiPs

2009 Robert E. Shepherd Jr. Award from the Virginia Bar  
   Association

2007 Virginia State Bar Legal Aid Lawyer of the year 

2006  Participant, Sorensen Institute for Political   
Leadership

2005 ABA Child Advocacy Award

1998 Soros Justice Fellow

1994  Winner, Wigmore Key Prize, Northwestern   
University School of Law; awarded to that  
student who best embodies the traditions of  
the law school

Andy Block with the late Robert Shepherd


