
address critical unmet legal needs 
in our community,” said Alex 
Gulotta, executive director of the 
Legal Aid Justice Center.

The project also expanded the 
financial eligibility requirements 
beyond the Center’s normal 
guidelines, thereby allowing 
services to a larger population 
and providing legal assistance for 
clients who may find themselves  

              on the brink of descending below  
              the poverty level. The expansion  
              helps the entire community to  
              avoid the exponential costs 
associated with addressing more severe family financial  
crises such as homelessness.

Recent funding cuts from private and government sources 
have reduced the ability of legal aid programs to meet 
the increased demand for legal services. New grants and 
individual gifts help to fill that funding shortfall. “This 
support allows us to expand our capacity and our reach—
by teaming up with local attorneys and law students—to 
provide quality legal services to low income members of  
our community,” said Carolyn Kalantari, project director  
for Access to Justice.
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Arecent $150,000 grant 
from the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund and additional 

generous local support of 
$50,000 from the Charlottesville 
Area Community Foundation’s 
Community Endowment are 
helping to finance pro bono legal 
services for low-income families, 
particularly those affected by the 
economic downturn and rise  
in unemployment.

These grants help fund the Access  
to Justice Partnership, an alliance  
among the Legal Aid Justice Center,  
the Central Virginia Legal Aid Society, the Charlottesville-
Albemarle Bar Association, and the University of Virginia 
School of Law.

To date, Access to Justice has conducted panels for 
unemployment insurance, housing disputes, no-fault divorce 
cases, and bankruptcy. These four panels will continue into 
the spring. Plans are also under way for the addition of an 
estate planning panel and potentially a pilot program to 
help those recently released from incarceration to address 
problems such as restoration of voting rights and restoration 
of driver’s licenses. 

“The long-term goal is to create and maintain a dedicated 
team of pro bono attorneys and volunteer law students to 

aCCeSS to JuStiCe—PartnerS helP StoP 
deSCent into PoVerty

Left to Right: Tina Nuñez and Alex Gulotta of the 
Legal Aid Justice Center, Volunteer Coordinator  
Helen Parrish, Kimberly Emery of UVA Law School  
and Carolyn Kalantari
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Board of Directors 
Eva Anthony

Herbert L. Beskin

Irving M. Blank

Jonathan T. Blank

Dora Callahan

Linda Freeman

Anthony Gambardella

Earl J. Gee

D. Brock Green

Cora Hayes

Tracey C. Hopper

Harry “Pete” M. Johnson, III

Joy Johnson

James A. McCauley

John M. Oakey, Jr.

James E. Ryan

Charles K. Seyfarth

Thomas G. Slater, Jr.

Thomas Stark, IV

Advisory Council
Ed Bain, Jr.

Herbert L. Beskin

Tom Bevacqua

Elizabeth Birdsall

Kelli Sutton Block

John Conover

Llezelle Dugger

D. Brock Green

Tracey C. Hopper

Elvira Tate Hoskins

Marijean Jaggers

Edward Lowry

Pam McArdle

Peter McIntosh

Cynthia Neff

Helen Parrish

Geoff Pitts

Tina Rees

Rick Richmond

Bryan Slaughter

Bonnie Wood

Elizabeth Woodard

Shannon Worrell

legal aid JuStiCe Center  
new additionS and PromotionS

emma cLeveLand,  
Community Organizer  
Emma works with the day 
laborer community as part 
of the Immigrant Advocacy 
Program in our Falls Church 

office. Previously an immigrant organizer with 
the ACLU of Pennsylvania, Emma also spent 
two years working with nomadic circus and 
arts collectives throughout South America. 
Emma received her B.S. in sociology from James 
Madison University.

Jeree Harris,  
Skadden Fellow 
Jeree works in the JustChildren 
Program in our Charlottesville 
office as a Skadden Fellow. 
She represents incarcerated 
youth on issues involving their 

education and other services. Jeree received her 
B.A. from the College of William & Mary, where 
she was awarded the Algernon Sydney Sullivan 
Award. She received her law degree from the 
University of Virginia where she the recipient of 
the James C. Slaughter Award.

Katie Jones,  
Financial & Administrative 
Manager 
Katie is the financial and 
administrative manager, working 
in our Charlottesville office. 
She has extensive experience in 

accounting and payroll management and has 
been invaluable in streamlining these processes 
throughout all of our offices. She is currently 
completing a business degree in accounting 
and management.

syLvia Jones,  
Managing Attorney 
Congratulations to Sylvia 
Jones, who was promoted 
to managing attorney of the 
Petersburg office. In addition 

to her managing role, Sylvia continues to 
address the needs of children and parents 
in negotiating the educational system in the 
greater Petersburg area. She received her B.A. 
from Eastern Kentucky University and her law 
degree from the University of Kentucky.

aLLison d. Kent,  
Attorney, Immigrant  
Advocacy Program 
Allison is a magna cum laude 
graduate of Harvard University 
and the University of Michigan 

Law School. Prior to joining our Falls Church 
office, she practiced immigration law and 
conducted legal orientation programs for 
immigration detainees with the Florida 
Immigrant Advocacy Center. She also clerked 
for U.S. District Judge Reginald Lindsay and 
worked in Uganda with refugees on a Bates 
Fellowship from the University of Michigan.

wes myHre,  
Donor Relations Manager  
Prior to joining Legal Aid, 
Wes spent seven years at the 
University of Virginia, working 
in the Health System marketing 

office, then in Development & Public Affairs, 
and most recently at the Miller Center of Public 
Affairs. Wes received his B.A. from the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, and his M.A. from  
the University of Virginia.
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legal aid JuStiCe Center Staff

tina nuÑez, Administrative Assistant 
Tina is the Administrative Assistant 
in Charlottesville, where she uses her 
extensive experience to coordinate our 
largest office. Prior to joining the Legal 
Aid Justice Center, Tina worked as the 

Executive Secretary for the South America President of  
the Sara Lee Corporation in Mexico and as the Secretary 
of the Epidemiology and Social Research Center for  
the Mexican Institute of Psychiatry. Outside of her time  
at the Legal Aid Justice Center, Tina assists a local 
photographer with the printed publications of his work.

camiLo QuiLo,  
Community Organizer 
Camilo works in the Immigrant Advocacy 
Program in our Falls Church office. Prior to 
joining Legal Aid, he worked with residents 
of homeless shelters in both Fairfax and 

Arlington counties. Camilo has also worked as a private 
security guard and as a Special Police Officer with the 
Washington National Cathedral.

simon y. sandovaL-
mosHenberg,  
Attorney, Immigrant Advocacy Program 
Simon works in our Falls Church office, 
where he specializes in employment and 
civil rights litigation in federal and state 

court. Previously, Simon worked for a private immigration 
law firm specializing in deportation defense, and for a 
private civil rights firm litigating cases in federal court. He 
is a graduate of Columbia University and Yale Law School, 
where he was awarded the C. LaRue Munson prize for 
excellence in clinical practice.

Charlottesville
Kathleen Caldwell
Brenda Castañeda
Angela Ciolfi
John Conover
Claire Curry
Tom Domonoske*
Emily Dreyfus
Kate Duvall
Tim Freilich
Alex Gulotta
Jeree Harris
Laurel Henneman
Katie Jones
Carolyn Kalantari
Susan Kruse
Sarah McIlrath**
Liz Moore

Wes Myhre
Tina Nuñez
Crystal Shin
Diane Solatka**
Erin Trodden

Northern Virginia
Edgar Aranda-Yanoc
Pamela Banner
Arnoldo Borja
Seok H. “Dan” Choi
Emma Cleveland
Nicole Gorney
Allison Kent
Rhonda Perkins  
Camilo Quila
Simon Sandoval- 
 Moshenberg

Petersburg
Delphine Claiborne
Nicole Dooley
Jill Pierce

Richmond
Lisa Bennett
Gloria Crook
Sylvia Jones
Pat Levy-Lavelle
Marcel Slag
Phil Storey

Clinical & 
Pro Bono Partners
Margaret Bacigal
Ed Bain
Rich Balnave

Andy Block
Tara Boyd
Sean Byrne
Kimberly Emery
Doug Ford
Brad Grant
D. Brock Green
Allen Hench
Gail Marshall
Sean McKenna
Molly McShane
Maureen Moore
Dan Nagin
Greg Nelson
Diane Pappas
Helen Parrish
Katie Ryan
Nathan Veldhuis

*Contract Attorney        **Long-term volunteer
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On October 25, master of ceremonies John 

Grisham joined the Legal Aid Justice Center  

and hundreds of friends in Charlottesville’s 

historic Paramount Theater to present  

Bridging the Gap – Saving our Social Safety Net.  
 
Community leaders, clients and supporters gathered for an 
evening dedicated to examining current threats to the  
social safety net, strategies to address these threats, and 
ways in which concerned citizens can become more 
involved in the debate.

Congressman Tom Perriello delivered the keynote address, 
which was followed by a screening of a short documentary, 
Collateral Damage: Bad Medicine in Tennessee. The film 
focused on the real-life effects of drastic cuts to Tennessee’s 
Medicaid program by then Governor Phil Bresden—cuts 
that left some of the state’s sickest and most in need without 
medical care.

SuPPorterS turn out for  
Bridging the gap at Paramount

Following the film, John Grisham moderated a panel 
discussion of the economic challenges faced by Virginia’s 
most vulnerable population groups. The panel included Tom 
Perriello; Alex Gulotta, executive director of Legal Aid Justice 
Center; Carolyn Grant, local resident and client of Legal Aid 
Justice Center; Joy Johnson, vice chair of the Public Housing 
Association of Residents and vice chair of the Charlottesville 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority; and Ridge Schuyler, 
director of the Orange Dot Project. The group fielded 
questions about Virginia’s toughest economic problems and 
what the Legal Aid Justice Center is doing to address the 
needs of its client population throughout the state.

Virginia faces its highest unemployment since 1982, and one 
in five Virginia workers earns wages low enough to place 
them below the poverty line. More and more middle-class 
families are descending into poverty as they lose their jobs, 
their homes, their savings and their retirement benefits. The 
Legal Aid Justice Center works to counter these trends—by 
representing clients in need and by advocating for policies 
and laws that protect those in need.

Panelist Joy Johnson and Llezelle Dugger at the  
Bridging the Gap event.

SAVING OUR SOCIAL SAFETY NET

Alex Gulotta welcomes supporters to Bridging the Gap.
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Renee and John Grisham were joined on the host committee 
by Karen and Carter Beauford, Kelli Sutton Block and Andy 
Block, Becky and Jim Craig, Barbara Fried, Elva and Lou Hart, 
Harvest Moon Catering, Tussi Kluge, Mitford Children’s 
Foundation, Karen Moran and Wistar Morris, Bruce and 
James Murray Jr., Sonjia Smith, Sheila and Ted Weschler,  
and Mindy and Ryan Vaughan.

Host committee law firms included Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen; 
Boyle, Bain, Reback & Slayton; the Law Office of Patricia 
Brady; Family Law Office of Tracey C. Hopper; Feil, Pettit 
& Williams; Hunton & Williams; Jones & Green, Attorneys 
At Law; Lenhart Obenshain; McCallum & Kudravetz; 
McGuireWoods; MichieHamlett; Morin & Barkley; Richmond 
& Fishburne; and the Law Office of Elizabeth H. Woodard.

This year’s event was attended by more than  

600 people and brought in $120,000 in  

direct support of the work of the Legal Aid  

Justice Center.

Ralph Feil and keynote speaker Tom Perriello at the Bridging the Gap event.

John Grisham hosted the event for the seventh straight year.
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On September 8, 2011, the remnants of Tropical Storm Lee 
swept up the Atlantic coast and dumped enough heavy rain 
to cause major flooding at the Holly Acres Mobile Home 
Park in Woodbridge, Virginia. The devastating flood resulted 
in a majority of the resident families losing their homes and 
many of them losing their belongings as well.

Within the week, the Legal Aid Justice Center sent a crisis 
response team—members of our Northern Virginia office 
plus additional volunteer attorneys—to assist more than 
70 predominantly Latino families left without homes when 
floodwaters destroyed two-thirds of the mobile home park. 
Working long hours into the night and on weekends, this 
bilingual team of lawyers, organizers, and intake workers 
offered the displaced tenants compassion, information,  
and legal advice.

Because so many of the homes were severely damaged 
and swept off of their foundations, Prince William County 
condemned approximately 70 of the 108 mobile homes 

raPid reSPonSe for flood ViCtimS in woodbridge, Va

in the trailer park. Though some other homes were not as 
badly damaged, the county determined that none of the 
units could be rebuilt because of their location in a floodway 
and because the destruction exceeded 50 percent of the 
assessed value of each unit. 

The Legal Aid Justice Center now represents more than 45 
of the families as they try to pull their lives back together 
and find the means to reestablish homes in the surrounding 
area. To date, the Legal Aid team has helped client families 
recover half of their security deposits from the Holly Acres 
landlord. However, many more obstacles must be overcome 
and legal hurdles cleared before these displaced families can 
hope to return to the quality of life they enjoyed before the 
floodwaters struck.

Although much work remains to be done, the Legal Aid 
Justice Center team working on this case has already been 
recognized with an award at the annual statewide Legal Aid 
Conference for their exceptional response to this crisis.
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Help Legal Aid Justice Center Meet this Challenge!

Carolyn Grant worked her whole life. She supported her 
children and grandchildren in their efforts to be financially 
independent. Last year, she was working, but had no health 
insurance coverage. At 64 years old, she was one year short 
of being eligible for Medicare. 

Then the unimaginable happened. Carolyn was diagnosed 
with cancer late in 2010. 

Shortly thereafter, the medical bills started piling up. With 
the help of social workers at the University of Virginia 
Medical Center, Carolyn applied for Medicaid and charitable 
care, but her claims were denied. By this time her medical 
bills totaled over $170,000. 

“When I learned that I was denied Medicaid and charitable 
care, I didn’t know what to do. I thought I might lose 
everything,” said Carolyn. “It is difficult enough to wage a 
battle against cancer, without having to fight a battle with 
billing agencies.”

legal aid helPS Client find relief  
from $170,000 in mediCal billS

The Legal Aid Justice Center seeks an additional $114,000 
to support strategic investments in information technology 
by December 31, 2011. We have secured two generous 
“challenge grants” from the Cabell Foundation ($64,000) 
and the Perry Foundation ($22,000) to fund this project, 
but must secure commitments for the balance of the project 
expenses, in order to access these pledges of support.

Specifically, this funding will allow us to acquire high quality 
telecommunications, case management, e-advocacy and 
donor engagement tools. We consider these strategic 
investments to be essential for improving the efficiency 

of our work on behalf of our low-income clients, sharing 
our learning with others, and reaching potential funding 
sources. We have recently completed several critical 
infrastructure improvements that will serve as the platform 
to build out our capacity.

If you are interested in making a gift toward this important 
project, please contact Wes Myhre at wes@justice4all.org or 
434.977.0553, ext. 117.

See page 8 for information about receiving tax credits for  
your contribution.

Then a friend introduced Carolyn to Claire Curry and the 
Legal Aid Justice Center. Claire discovered that Carolyn was 
being improperly denied coverage, and she refiled her claim 
for Medicaid benefits and charitable care. 

This time, Carolyn’s claim was approved. She was awarded 
benefits and her debt was covered by Medicaid and UVA 
Charitable Care. Looking back at her initial ordeal with being 
denied benefits, Carolyn said, “No one should have to spend 
precious energy worrying about paying their bills when they 
should be focused on their recovery.”



theVoice

theVoice

la voz

LegaL aid Justice center 
1000 Preston Ave., Suite A 
Charlottesville, VA 22903

8

Virginia State tax 
CreditS aVailable
The Legal Aid Justice Center is offering donors the 
opportunity to give to us while securing Virginia 
state income tax credits in return. The tax credits are 
Neighborhood Assistance Act Virginia State Income 
Tax Credits. The tax credit is 40% of the amount of 
the donation. The donation must be at least $500 for 
individuals or $1,000 for businesses. For example, if  
you donate $1,000 toward this campaign, you will  
qualify for a $400 tax credit—yielding a net cost to you  
of only $600. In addition to the tax credit, the full  
amount of the gift is also eligible for a federal income  
tax deduction—further reducing its actual cost to you. 

If you are interested in supporting our annual campaign 
in exchange for credits, please contact Susan Kruse, 
434.977.0553, ext. 101, susan@justice4all.org 
immediately. All donations for tax credits must be  
received before December 31, 2011.

Pregnant women in Virginia’s jails and prisons 
have faced shackling of hands and feet while being 
transported to hospitals and during labor. The Legal Aid 
Justice Center and volunteer advocates, Cynthia Neff 
and April Wimberly, worked with a coalition of Virginia 
civil rights and religious groups and persuaded the 
Department of Corrections to adopt policies prohibiting 
such shackling. On November 16, the Coalition also 
persuaded the Board of Corrections to promulgate 
regulations stopping the shackling of pregnant women 
in Virginia’s jails except in very unusual situations. 
Jonathan Blank, a member of Legal Aid’s Board, played 
a leadership role in these efforts in his role as a member 
of the Board of Corrections.

Virginia PriSonS  
to ban ShaCkling  
of Pregnant inmateS

Charlottesville 
1000 Preston Avenue, Suite A
Charlottesville, VA  22903
434.977.0553
800.578.8111 (toll-free)

Falls Church 
6400 Arlington Boulevard, Suite 600
Falls Church, VA  22042
703.778.3450

Petersburg 
37 Bollingbrook Street
Petersburg, VA  23803
804.862.2205

Richmond
123 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA  23219
804.643.1086

Legal Aid Justice Center Offices


