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mot done yet

By And:rew K Block ]1'

en government ofﬁuals talk
-about Virginia's educational suc-
cess, they often’ pomt to-the fact
at 92 percent of Virginia's: schools. are

is fully accomplished. In Charlottesville,

and other localities around the state, there .

is stll miuch vrork to be done

Speécifically, in the area of }ugh school i
graduatich, “full” accreditation is ofteri a

mea.mngless stamip’ of approval. Nowh
is. this truer than in those communities

with high” concentrations of poverty. For ~

example; - .in-. Norfolk; - Richmond: and

Portsmouth; where all the high schools are - |°

| fully aceredited, fewer than half of the stu-

| “dents who start high school end up with
' regular: diplomag: four years: later, In
Norfolk and Portsmauth, fewer. than half - §:

;| ‘are even still in the building.: ; o
. Howcould " this. be? As w1th marny

thingg, it all has to do with how you do the.

math. In Vi.rglma, full accreditation s |
- based ori a certain percentage (70 percent: | -
or more) -of students who'take the SOL -
exams actually passing the exams: If low-
performing stidents-do niot take: ‘the tests, -

theri’: the denuminator in: the "eqtiation

Last year omly 68 percent |
“of those who had started

at Charlottesville High -
~folir years earlier actua]ly

finished school, and only B

- schiool- diplomas - earn ~substantially - less;

58 percent received. a.
hlgh school dlploma

becomes more hkely Uncler the ciirrént
. system, in other words, high“schools like

““those in Norfolk are rewarded for losmg_ it
¢ track (gettifig id?) of low-performing stu-

: dents,” while 'schools. like - Charlottesville - |-
H.Igh Sr,hool which holds on'to more stu-~ |-
+ dents, pet pumshed We clearly need to. |-

Ieverse these mcentlves

base full accreditation on- somie-

succeeded in getting public schools ‘to

focus on students passing SOL exartns, so it

IR I IS THUIEEE TR U T TR SR U

Seelly” . accredited under | the, Common-

~wealth's Standards  of, Leammg ‘system.
|- While this. number is.certainly commend-

.. able, 1t5hou]dn0tfonlu5 mtobehevmg that "

" the mission of educating all of our students . - |

_ producmg more graduates by reqmrmg g
:|. thatcertain graduatmn targets be met:

‘ Second, we should focus existing resourc-

) es, and consider devutmg mOre, to theose .

‘interventions that are effective at keeping
‘childrén in schaol and on’'the right path.
Bffectivé’ preschool sma]]er classes, ninth-
grade academies and, of cotrseé, highly -

‘qualified teschers in every class room, all -

can make a real difference in giving every

' student the opportunity to be successful. -
. Third;: schaol: systems: ought to- rewmt -
their d.lsmphne policies, and come up with :
' ‘méaningful alternatives:to long-term' guis-

pensions and expulsions for students who,-

all too - often, are already. struggling in .
"school:” More: “school, - rather: than Iess,
| - ‘would be a good place to start: . ;

" Finally, on a local level we should sf:rlve ‘

to ‘have the best alternative education pro-

grams' in’ the. Commonwealth programs
that provide more than the_ half-day. of -

education currently offered, programs that-

~ help students grow ard help fully prepare -
- _them for transition back:to regular schoot.. -
“In the City, we mlght even hother to pro- :

\m:le transportahon. B

I both. Charloitesville and Albemarle’
County have made raising gradua-

tion rates a high priority. While this is a

good start, they need to. make. good on o

these promises. Last year, only. 68 percent
of those who had started at Charlottesville
High School four years earlier actually fin-
ished school, and only 58 percent received

| & high' school diploma: A’ dispraportion--
 ately high number of those students. not

completing high'*schobl - were AJ':nr:an—

American. While the -problems areon’'a’
| - smaller scale,. there: are snm.lar 155ue5 in
» Albemarle County,,

. There is: a reason that ru:nt many }ugh-

“schoot graduates it in our jails and pris-

ons, a reaéon that: those without high

and contribute less, to our. local and state

| gconomy. | Education—and’ gettmg a-diplo--
- ma—matter. Keeping all children in school,

.. and giving them' the necessary skills and'
~. toals th be successful, must not only be an;
educahnnal coricern, it should be among ’

the: hlghest ‘priorities of our community

; When t;hey fa1] we suffer, too (e}

: Andrew K Black Ir is'the Legnl Director af a

. the IustCIulrlren Pragrmu af tke Legal Ald
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_{:7  ut how? B BRI _
- First, forhlgh schools we should_ g P LIS .
ﬂ-u.ng more than pass rates on the SOLs. - |- 1 Get itOff 'YO‘I.II chest! N |

- Just as the State, by requiring minimom . |
- passage rates for full accreditation, has | .

C-VILLE welcomes Opinionated.
‘gubmissions from readess. Send

- |} queries to opinion@c-ville.com.

o theu-credﬁ: the sc_hool baards far

“and our Commonwealth. Whenall of our
- children succeed, we all reap the beneﬁts
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